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I pray that all 
of us will come 
to recognize 
and celebrate 
the miracles of 
our own lives, 
and to give our 
thanks to God 
at every season 
of the year.

F R O M  R A B B I  H A Y O N
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As our country shares a nationwide celebration of Thanksgiving 
this month, we recall that the spiritual impulse to give thanks is 
rooted deeply in our own spiritual practice as Jews. Our liturgical 
and theological traditions continually urge us toward humility and 
gratitude: to give thanks, to count our blessings, to acknowledge daily 
the everyday miracles of our lives.

The center of every Jewish prayer service includes a prayer called the hoda’ah (“acknowledgment”), 
which includes the following passage directed to God:

We thank You and praise You – for our lives which are in Your hand, for our souls which are in 
Your care, for Your miracles that we experience every day . . .

Each time I pray these words, I am struck by the liturgy’s choice of words. Do we really 
experience “miracles . . . every day”? Yes! Jewish thought asserts that a “miracle” is not 
necessarily an extraordinary or supernatural happening in the world around us, but instead 
is the sensation we experience when we place ourselves in a posture of recognition, humility 
and acknowledgment of God’s presence. For this reason, it is indeed possible for us to 
experience miracles every single day.

Speaking personally, I find myself feeling deeply thankful for many things as we enter 
our national season of Thanksgiving. I am filled with gratitude for my extraordinary staff 
colleagues whose hard work and dedication helped us to create a fulfilling, joyous and 
meaningful holiday season for our whole congregation. I am thankful for the vision and 
devotion of our lay leadership, who devote countless hours to Emanu El and to ensuring that it 
lives up to its guiding principles. And most of all, I am grateful to all of you – because the loving 
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From Strength to Strength: Our Sacred 
Community, Growing Together — Donate Today! 
As we step into the new year, we invite you to help Congregation 
Emanu El continue moving From Strength to Strength. When 
our community gathered over these High Holy Days – filling our 
sanctuary with prayer, music, and reflection – we were reminded 
of the sacred strength we find in one another. Your presence helped 
make these Days of Awe deeply meaningful and hopeful. 

On Kol Nidre, we asked all of you to consider making Congregation 
Emanu El one of your top philanthropic priorities. 
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Get Social With Us!
In addition to our active Facebook 
pages, be sure to follow us on 
Instagram to catch snapshots of 

happenings around the synagogue, including 
social action, our clergy in action and more!

Find us on Instagram at @emanuelhouston. 
And please feel free to “check in” at Emanu El 
when you are here for events and happenings!

Welcome Our New & Returning  Members
We are pleased to welcome the newest and 
returning members to our congregational family 
from August 11 – October 10. Please be sure to 
introduce yourself to our newcomers as they 
become a part of our community.

Angela & Daniel Androphy, 
	 children Jayden & Cooper
Lori Brown
Barry Cohen, children Ethan & Gabriella
Elaine DeCanio
Tayler Duden
Joel Falk, children Leah & Joshua
Sofia John & Abraham Fine
Debra & Yossi Gavri
Lynn Gordon & Hy Penn
Tattiana & Jared Guzick, 
	 children Matilda & Milan
Deanna Goldner & Justin Haedicke
Anna Grace Hethcox
Per Knutas & Tim Young
Denise & Robert Leisten
Sydney & David Orlik, children Noah & Ari
Elissa Pacht & Max Stewart
Dana & Lane Pauly, children Preston & Paige
Amy Milman Reiner & Scott Reiner, son Adam
Emily & Ben Rosenberg, 
	 children Henry & Helen
Jason Rosenthal
Jessica Rosenthal
Michael Schaffer
Anne & Bruce Schwartz
Elizabeth Shpall
Tracy & Gary Stein
Jason Teman
Rokhsareh Angha & David Traub, 
	 children Phoenix & Gabriel

Know someone interested in becoming a part of 
our community? New to town or looking to find 
a way to connect with Emanu El? Contact Anna 
Shabtay at AnnaS@emanuelhouston.org or 
713.529.5771, ext. 261.

F R O M  R A B B I  H A Y O N  continued from page 1  

support of our members is what makes our community 
such a warm and inspiring place. In particular, I must 
also mention how thankful I am this month for the 
generosity and support of our congregation which 
will make it possible for me to take a period of clergy 
sabbatical in 2025 and 2026. (I will be departing after 
the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, and more details 
will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead).

This is the season of the year when our entire nation 
gives thanks: for our food, our homes, and the blessings 
of friendship and family. It’s true that gratitude comes 
more easily at some times than others. But we would do 
well to remember that Judaism instructs us to cultivate 
and practice the habit of gratitude at all times, to find 
something every day for which we can give thanks.

I hope sincerely that the many gifts of our congregational 
home, and the supportive spiritual community it 
provides, will be a source of thanksgiving for you this 
month, and all year long. In this way, I pray that all of 
us will come to recognize and celebrate the miracles of 
our own lives, and to give our thanks to God at every 
season of the year.

Music at Emanu El 
The fourth season of Music at Emanu El began on 
September 13 with a very special S’lichot evening of 
music, Echoes of Reflection: Classical Inspiration for the 
High Holy Days, featuring Brinton Smith, cello, and 
Isaac Foreman, piano, from the Shepherd School of 
Music. The evening featured works by composers 
whose musical voices were shaped by their Jewish 
heritage. See pages 14-15 for a look at what’s ahead 
this season.
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Sh’mot on Shabbat at the Shul 

What does it mean to “wrestle with 
the Torah”? 

Perhaps it means to struggle with an 
interpretation or an implication of 
something that you’ve read in the 
Torah or perhaps something in the 
Torah that you don’t quite understand. 
Or maybe it calls to mind the story of 
Jacob, and his name change (Israel, 
“one who wrestles with God”) after 
he wrestles with a mysterious 
stranger. Maybe it’s just something 
we’re supposed to do, as Jews: 
question, debate, and confront to 
understand the complexities of our 
history, our community, and what’s 
happening around us today.

After many years, the Genesis 
class is finally approaching the 
end of Genesis and preparing to 
begin anew – much as the ancient 
Israelites we read about in the 

Torah – as they transition to Exodus 
on Saturday, December 6. 

Rabbi Roy Walter invites you to 
come join the class: “We will start at 
the beginning, just as we did with 
Genesis. We’ll read a verse and then 
read commentaries and discuss each 
one. What does it mean? What do 
the rabbis think? How do we resolve 
conflicts in the commentaries? It’s 
very interactive and there’s no prior 
Torah study or Hebrew knowledge 
necessary to participate – just come 
join us!” 

If you’ve never been to a Genesis 
class, here’s how it generally works: 

Everyone arrives, grabs a bagel 
and coffee (did we mention there’s 
food?!), and spends a few moments 
welcoming each other and catching 

up. Once class is officially in session, 
Rabbi Walter reads a verse in English 
and in Hebrew. If there’s something 
interesting in the Hebrew or English 
translation, he’ll point that out. 
Then, he’ll read the commentaries, 
one by one, each followed by 
discussion.

“It’s a unique way of studying and 
learning the Torah, it’s not just one 
person’s opinion,” says long-time 
class member, fredi Bleeker Franks. 
“… learning and wrestling with the 
Torah makes it personal. The class 
has helped me be more of a critical 
thinker, much more interested in 
learning history, and helped us 
all understand why we do certain 
things. It’s made me go back to 
things I thought I knew about 
Judaism.” 

The Exodus class begins on 
December 6, at 9:00 a.m., and 
meets in the Stillman-Lack Library. 
Rabbi Roy hopes to see you there!
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Sisterhood
News & 
Happenings

November 2025

Evening Mah Jongg 
Opportunities
Tuesday, November 18, 5:30 p.m.

Whether you’re a new player or 
experienced, come by yourself, 
with a friend or your group and 
play mah jongg with Sisterhood! 
Players of all abilities are welcome. 
The evening will include a light dinner for $7. There is no charge, but kindly 
RSVP online or by contacting the Sisterhood office at 713.529.5771, ext. 233 
or sisterhood@emanuelhouston.org. Registration link:
https://members.emanuelhouston.org/form/sisterhood-evening-mahj---11/18/25.html

BOOK REVIEW 
The Only Woman in the Room, by Marie Benedict
Wednesday, November 12, 12:30 p.m. 
The Only Woman in the Room, by Marie Benedict, is a historical fiction novel based loosely 
on the life of the legendary screen actress Hedy Lamarr. Born in Vienna, her beauty almost 
certainly saved her from the rising Nazi party and led to her marriage to an Austrian 
arms dealer. She overheard the Third Reich’s plans while at her husband’s side and soon 
after devised a plan to flee in disguise from their castle in Austria. The whirlwind escape 

landed her in Hollywood, and she became screen star Hedy Lamarr. She became known not only for her 
beauty, but as an inventor who helped this country fight the Nazis. 
This book will be reviewed by Marlene Rubin. There is no charge, but kindly RSVP online or by contacting 
the Sisterhood office at 713.529.5771, ext. 233 or sisterhood@emanuelhouston.org. 
Registration link: https://members.emanuelhouston.org/dashboard/form-editor.php?form_id=298441

Israel Museum Trunk Show 
Sunday, November 2, 8:30 a.m. 
Join us on November 2 as we welcome the Israel Museum 
in Jerusalem to Emanu El for a one-day Special Exhibition 
and Trunk Show. The Show will feature handcrafted works 
from Israeli artisans, educate visitors about the Museum’s 
collections and curated exhibits, and share updates about 
the art scene and artistic community in Israel. 
Items on display are expected to include pottery, mezuzahs, 
wall art, 14k gold jewelry, textiles, museum replicas, 
and more. All merchandise on display will be available for purchase, with proceeds benefitting the 
Museum. Museum representatives will be on hand to share information about the artists and many of its 
permanent collections. Learn, shop, and support Israel with every purchase! 
This free event is hosted by Emanu El’s New Traditions Gift Shop and is open to the public.

Women’s Day
Wednesday, November 5, 10:00 a.m. 
Join us for an inspiring conversation with three remarkable women who prove that success in business 
and family can go hand in hand. Meryl Hawk, founder of Thread Head Designs and mom of two, turned 
her creativity into a thriving custom embroidery company. Lori Herzog, Senior Travel Consultant at 
CruiseCenter, found her calling helping others explore the world. Melissa Brams, owner of her family’s 
commercial real estate brokerage, is breaking barriers as one of the few women leaders in her field. Come 
hear their stories of passion, perseverance, and purpose. 
We will begin at 10:00 a.m. with coffee, followed by the program at 10:30 a.m., and then enjoy a delicious lunch. 
The cost is $20 for Sisterhood members and $25 for non-members. Please RSVP online or to the Sisterhood 
Office by Friday, October 31 at sisterhood@emanuelhouston.org, or at 713.529.5771, ext. 233. After the 
deadline, the cost will increase to $25 for Sisterhood members and $30 for non-members. 
Registration link: https://members.emanuelhouston.org/form/sisterhood-womens-day-11/05/2025.html
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LOOKING AHEAD:
 
A Chat with Chris Shepherd: Star of
Eat & Cook Like a Local 
January 28, 2026, 10:30 a.m.

Join us for a savory dose of stories and a behind-the-
scenes glimpse into the ever-evolving foodie scene as we 
welcome Chris Shepherd, a Midwest-raised, James Beard 
Award-winning chef, Founding Director & Honorary 
Chairman of Southern Smoke Foundation, and visionary 
behind Houston’s celebrated food culture.

Chris has transformed the city’s culinary scene since 
opening Underbelly in 2012, championing local farmers 
and suppliers, and telling Houston’s story one plate at a time. From national accolades to his Emmy-winning 
show Eat & Cook Like A Local, Chris continues to spotlight the people and traditions that make our community 
extraordinary.

Russell Weil, beloved Houston food historian, author of Eat More Burgers, and voice of Houston’s culinary 
memory at Jewish Herald Voice and Buzz Magazine, will guide the conversation. With his wit and deep 
knowledge of our city’s history, Russell is sure to elevate the morning’s dish with Chris.

A delicious lunch to follow the program. It’s a celebration of food, culture, and community.

RSVP by Wednesday, January 21, 2026, by contacting the Sisterhood Office at sisterhood@emanuelhouston.org 
or at (713) 529-5771  Ext. 233. The cost to attend is $20 Members / $25 Non-Members | $25/$30 After Deadline.

FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH continued from page 1   

Your generosity sustains everything that makes 
our community vibrant, from uplifting worship 
andmeaningful learning to pastoral care, youth 
education, and the daily warmth of belonging. 
Membership dues, tuitions, and fees cover only a 
portion of what it takes to keep our synagogue thriving. 
From daily operations and clergy support to education 
programs including our Helfman Religious School, 
lifecycle events, social action and mitzvah projects, and 
holiday celebrations, Emanu El relies on your additional 
generosity to make it all possible. 

Congregation Emanu El is more than just a building; it 
is a sacred home filled with shared memories, lifelong 
learning, spiritual growth, and community support. It 
is where we come together to celebrate, to educate our 
children and grandchildren, to mourn, and to connect 
with something greater than ourselves.

Your annual appeal gift will help ensure that we remain 
strong for everyone who calls this place home. You are 
investing not only in today’s community but in the 
future of Jewish life for generations to come.

Please visit emanuelhouston.org/FromStrengthToStrength
to donate today or reach out to Anna Shabtay at 713.987.3316 or AnnaS@emanuelhouston.org.



E M A N U  E L  S C R A P B O O K 
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Construction Update 

We’re making great progress on construction of the new Jerold B. Katz Family Center for Jewish Learning! In mid-
September – as the foundation was being poured – the clergy team, members of the building committee and temple 
lay leaders tossed 18 pennies into the concrete, said a blessing for the new building, and sang the Shehecheyanu. 
A month later, concrete was poured for the driveway and sidewalks around the building, and, in November, 
construction is beginning on the building itself. 



E M A N U  E L  S C R A P B O O K E M A N U  E L  S C R A P B O O K 
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Mitzvah Day 

Mitzvah Day 2025 was a huge success thanks to the participation of our 260 Emanu El volunteers! Thanks to 
your generous sharing of your time and talents, we made a significant impact in the Houston community.



13



14



15



H E L F M A N  R E L I G I O U S  S C H O O L  N E W S

16

Consecration 
On Sunday, October 12, we celebrated Consecration, 
which marks the start of formal Jewish education for 
our youngest learners. We are so proud of our students 
for taking the first step on this lifelong journey and look 
forward to seeing what they do next!

Junior Youth Group Kick-Off at 
Main Event 
Sunday, November 9
12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

We are launching our brand-new Junior Youth Group 
for 6th and 7th graders. Join us at Main Event on 
Sunday, November 9, for a lively afternoon of 
bowling, arcade games, a ropes course, billiards, 
and some pizza as we launch this amazing new 
program! Transportation to and from Emanu El is 
included, and we will provide a supervised hangout 
space from 11:30 a.m.– 12:30 p.m. Kindly RSVP by 
Thursday, November 6.

Opening Day for Helfman Upper School 
On Wednesday, October 15, Helfman Upper School 
celebrated their opening day. We joined together in the 
Proler Chapel for communal prayer, learning, and song 
to mark the occasion. We can’t wait to learn together 
this year!

Registration link: 
https://members.emanuelhouston.org/form/jyg-main-event-11-9-25.html
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Our clergy 
want to 
know . . .

If you or a loved one is sick or hospitalized, please 
let us know. 

Contact the synagogue at 713.529.5771 so that 
our rabbis can reach out and visit and be a source 
of strength and support.

Visiting the sick and praying for those who are ill 
are important and meaningful mitzvot.



18

B E C K E R  S C H O O L  N E W S

Becker School Open House 
Becker School invites families to attend its Open House on Saturday, December 7th, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Prospective families are encouraged to visit the campus, meet the leadership team, and experience the school’s warm, 
Reggio-inspired learning environment firsthand.

Becker School provides a 
nurturing and inclusive early 
childhood education program 
that emphasizes hands-on 
learning, creativity, and 
community. The Open House 
offers families an opportunity 
to explore classrooms, learn 
about the curriculum, and see 
how Becker helps children 
develop a lifelong love of 
learning.

Families who cannot attend 
the Open House are invited to 
schedule a personal tour by 
calling 713-535-6400 or emailing 
rachels@emanuelhouston.org.

Enrollment for the 
2026–2027 school year 
begins in February.

Come see why Becker School is 
a special place to learn, grow, 
and belong!



B U L L E T I N  U P D A T E

Staying Connected: Refreshing Our Approach to Community 
Communication
Our story remains rooted in the rich traditions that connect us. But as we move forward, how we share and 
celebrate those traditions is evolving to better meet your needs.

In the September Bulletin, we shared that the November 2025 issue would be our last, and we promised clear 
guidance on how to stay connected and informed about everything happening at Emanu El. 

Our updated approach is designed to fit more easily into your everyday life, offering timely information in 
the way you want it, whether that’s a quick text or email, a podcast on your commute, a printed card on your 
fridge, browsing emanuelhouston.org, or staying up to date on social media. Our approach will continue to 
evolve alongside your communication needs and preferences. 

Our expanded and more dynamic approach to staying informed and engaged is already “in play”:
 
	 •	 Service Information Cards: Next time you’re at temple, stop by the Rotunda or North Lobby and pick up a		
		  printed card with a two-month view of the service schedule. Service information is already available on 
		  the website and is also provided weekly in Emanu El Connects (the Wednesday email). You can see a 		
		  representative view of the November-December card on page 2 of this issue.

	 •	 Programming Information Cards: Printed cards with a two-month program schedule are now available in 		
		  the Rotunda and North Lobby; grab one next time you’re at temple. The November-December program 		
		  card can also be seen in this issue, on pages 4 and 5. 

	 •	 Lifecycle News: Our new monthly email, Lifecycle Moments, launched in October, sharing births, weddings, 
		  losses, anniversaries, and mazel moments. Please send information on events you wish to celebrate with 		
		  our Emanu El community to info@emanuelhouston.org; together, we honor all life’s milestones.

	 •	 Donor Tributes: Beginning in November, a link to a listing of donor tributes and dedications for the 		
		  prior month will be included in the Emanu El Connects email.

	 •	 Photos & Videos: Browse recent members on the photo galleries on our website or follow us on social 
		  media to see highlights from our community gatherings. 

	 •	 School News: Becker School and Helfman Religious School have regular communications that will 			
		  continue, and congregation‑wide highlights will continue in our broader communications.

	 •	 Sisterhood Updates: Sisterhood’s weekly emails continue with events also shared in Emanu El Connects, 		
		  online, and the programming information cards.

We’re excited to launch podcasts in January, beginning with Friday night sermons (available by Monday). In 
the spring and summer, you can expect roundtable discussions with clergy and spotlights on Music at Emanu 
El with Cantor Simmons. If you’d like to support these efforts or explore sponsorships, please contact Anna 
Shabtay. 

We are deeply grateful for your flexibility and trust. While our approach to communication changes, our 
commitment to you does not. If you have questions, concerns, or want help finding the information you need 
in a new way, please reach out. Your engagement, comfort, and sense of belonging remain at the heart of 
Emanu El Houston.
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We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who remember and honor their friends and 
loved ones through their generous contributions through October 12, 2025.

ACCESS FOR ALL FUND	
To support the highest-
priority programs and to 
provide ongoing care for the 
needs of our congregation
In Memory of	
Renee Gerber 	
	 Pat & Aaron Fradkin
Shelly Emmanuel Liss	
	 Susan & Ed Septimus
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle 	
	 Anonymous
	 Sandy & Sam Block
	 S&B Infrastructure Big 	
	 Hill Construction Team

ALAN GAYLOR TEACHING 
ASSISTANT FUND
To support Helfman 
Religious School teaching 
assistants
In Memory of	
Bernard Feldman	  
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle
	 Melinda & Steven Gordon

AUBREY & SYLVIA FARB 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
FUND	
To support small and 
emerging organizations 
that improve life for 
underserved Houstonians
In Honor of 
The Birthday of	
Roberta Farb Colton	
	 Barbara Colton

In Memory of
Paul Croft
	 Sylvia Farb
Judy Dolich
 	 Gary Goodfriend
Bernard Feldman	
	 Reva & Bruce Edison
Susan Farb Morris
	 Barbara Colton

BARBARA & MARK 
BROOKNER CAMPERSHIP 
FUND	
To provide scholarships for 
attending Jewish camps or 
programs
In Honor of
Shel Vedlitz	
The Marriage of Julie & 	
Michael Brookner	  
Vinh Phan & Dennis Murland
 	 In Memory of	
Robert “Bob” Stein
	 Diana Brackman

BECKER EARLY 
CHILDHOOD FUND	
To provide and enhance 
Becker School programs
In Appreciation of	
Rozanne Rubin 	
Terry Cweigenberg
 	
In Memory of	
Bernard Feldman	
	 Jolene Friedman 		
	 Thompson & Harold 		
	 Eisenman

BECKER EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND	
To provide Becker 
Early Childhood Center 
scholarships
In Memory of
Renee Gerber 	  
Jeanne Mandell 
	 Linda Pulaski

CARY PASTERNAK 
CEMETERY FUND	
To maintain and enhance 
Emanu El Memorial Park
In Memory of
Paul Croft	
	 Andi & Sandy Gaitz

CERSONSKY CEMETERY 
BEAUTIFICATION 
FUND	
To maintain and enhance 
Emanu El Memorial Park
In Appreciation of	
Staff of Emanu El 
Memorial Park, Sue Lewis 
& Christian Simmons	
	 Linda Pashman
 	
In Memory of	
Margit & Zoltan Balog  
	 Vera Balog
Eileen Friedman 
Cersonsky 	
	 Marsha & Arnold 		
	 Abramson
 	 Kathy Guttman
	 Elaine & Eric McAnelly
 	 Diana & Mark Phillips
 	 Bitsy Proler
	 Rachel & David Rosen
	 Ellen & Lee Salzberger
	 Julian Silverblatt
	 Judy Simon
	 Rose Marie & Ron 		
	 Wagman

	 Dolores Wilkenfeld, 		
	 Lewis Wilkenfeld & 		
	 Serena Brooks 

CHESTER MARCUS 
CAMPERSHIP FUND	
To provide scholarships for 
attending Jewish camps or 
programs
In Memory of	
Marcene Goldman	
	 Shirley Burkom & Cathy 
	 Borden

CLERGY’S GOOD WORKS 
FUND	
To provide Emanu El’s 
clergy with funds to help 
individuals in need and to 
support organizations that 
benefit the community
In Appreciation of	
Rabbi Oren Hayon	
	 The Goldman Family; 
	 Cathy & Soman Chacko, 
	 Gayle Goldman, David 
	 Goldman & Ginger 
	 Goldman
Rabbi Pamela Silk	
	 Sherry Kost Feldman
 	
In Honor of	
Claire & Dick Brooks	
	 Glori & Ed Chaika
The Clergy and Staff at 
CEE for the beautiful Rosh 
Hashanah services		
		  Claudia & Joel Selzer
Rabbi Joshua Fixler	  
Rabbi Oren Hayon	  
Rabbi Pamela Silk	
	 Ivy & Steven Frank
 	
In Honor of 
The 75th Birthday of	
Rabbi Robert Loewy 
	 Susan Ingram
The Birthdays of	
Claire & Dick Brooks	
	 Linda & Richard Zoll
The Speedy Recovery of	
Carol Wilk
	 Rozanne & Howard Rubin
 	
In Memory of	
Bernard Feldman
	 Dora Klaff & Matt Okin
	 Ronnie Kurtin & 
	 Dr. Gary Lew
	 Alana & Alan Pulaski

Renee Gerber
	 Sheila & Jerry Kaplan
	 Joyce & Gary Nimetz, 
	 Sheila Aron, and Vivian & 
	 Stanley Lipman
	 Marie Brochstein
Marcene Goldman	
	 The Goldman Family; 
	 Cathy & Soman Chacko, 
	 Gayle Goldman, David 
	 Goldman & Ginger 
	 Goldman
Sandra Pollman Kay	
	 Jeff & Karen Basen-		
	 Engquist
 	 Alana & Alan Pulaski
 	 Carol & Barry Goodfriend
Shelly Emmanuel Liss	
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle 	
	 Julian Silverblatt
Sadye Rosmarin	
	 Marie Brochstein
Robert “Bob” Stein	
	 Faye & Michael Copland

EDWARD WAYNE HUNGER 
FUND	
To feed the hungry of 
Houston
In Appreciation of 
Clergy
	 Sandy Lessig
	 Rozanne & Howard Rubin
Sherry & Gerald Merfish
Phyllis & Steven Segal	
	 The Chernov Family
 	
In Honor of
Linda Lesser	  
David Odle	
	 Cheryl & Haran Levy and 	
	 Family
 	
In Memory of
Paul Croft	
	 Linda & Paul Lynn
Bernard Feldman	
	 Dee Dee Dochen & 
	 Paul Grossbard
	 Don Robins & Kate Fox 	
	 Slater
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle 	
	 Susie & David Askanase
	 Rici & Harold Miller
Bernard Perelman	
	 The Chernov Family

continued next page
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ELLEN HURWITZ PENNER 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To ensure all students have 
access to a superb Jewish 
education
In Memory of	
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle 
	 Book Club Friends of 
	 Lisa Kaufman

ESTHER SHELBY 
FELLOWSHIP FUND
To provide food and 
refreshments for Emanu 
El programs that bring 
members closer to the 
congregation and to each 
other
A Donation	  	
	 Judith A. Serkin

ETERNAL FLAME FUND
To support the highest-
priority programs and 
to provide ongoing care 
for the needs of our 
congregation
In Memory of	
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle
 	 Andrea & Walter Kalmans

FLORENCE & BEN BLUM 
LEADERSHIP FUND
To support leadership 
development for Emanu El 
lay leaders, staff, clergy, 
and the congregation
In Honor of 
The Speedy Recovery of	
Carol Wilk	  
	 Myra Lipper

In Memory of	
Eileen Friedman 
Cersonsky 	  
Paul Croft	  
Bernard Feldman	  
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle 	 
Mona Tanner	
	 Myra Lipper

FREDELL LACK EICHHORN 
CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND
To enhance musical 
programming
In Honor of	
Cantor Rollin Simmons	
	 Ivy & Steven Frank
The 70th Birthday of	
Stew Zuckerbrod 	
	 Janice Rubin & Charles 
	 Wiese
 	

In Memory of
Barbara Halfant
	 Beverley Marks

HAROLD REINGOLD 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
FUND	
To ensure all students have 
access to a superb Jewish 
education
In Memory of	
Marcene Goldman	
	 Sharon & Bradley Rauch

HELEN & HARRY REICHEK 
FUND	
To provide lifelong adult 
Jewish education programs
In Memory of	
Helen & Harry Reichek
	 Terry & Stephen Reichek

JASON & DAVID MARCUS 
PLAYSPACE FUND
To maintain and enhance 
the playground
In Memory of	
Emily Miyagiwa Freedman
	 Rhonda & Seth Freedman

JULIUS & HARRIET ZINN 
FUND	
To provide lifelong adult 
Jewish education programs
In Memory of	
Eileen Friedman Cersonsky 
	 Zinn Families

L’DOR VADOR CAMPAIGN
To expand our learning 
and gathering spaces 
and ensure a welcoming, 
secure, and accessible 
campus for all
In Appreciation of	
Anna Shabtay	
	 Patricia & Earle Schwarz
 	
In Honor of	
Jeffrey Peskin	
	 Stacey & Brian Rose
Adam Pollock 
	 Ivy, Steven & Charlee 		
	 Frank
 	
In Memory of	
Richard Abrams
	 Amy & Jerry Shannon
Bernard Feldman	
	 Leslie & Scott Bormaster
	 Dr. Stephen & Judy Loebl
Sam Stanley Miller	
	 Stacey & Brian Rose
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle 
	 Patricia & David Goodman

MARIANNE GREENFIELD 
SISTERHOOD FLOWER 
FUND
To support Bima flowers 
for Shabbat and holidays 
in the Barish Sanctuary or 
Proler Chapel
In Honor of 
The Bar Mitzvah of
Ethan Gelfand	
	 The Gelfand Family
Penelope Leibman	
	 The Leibman Family
Edward Yoder	
	 The Yoder Family
The B’nei Mitzvah of	
Annabel Grefe’ & Brayden 
Stewart	
	 The Grefe’ & Stewart 		
	 Families
Alexandra Katz & Samuel 
Katz	
	 The Katz Family
The Speedy Recovery of	
Carol Wilk
	 Andi & Sandy Gaitz
 	
In Memory of	
Cecile Atlas	  
Morris Atlas	
	 Patti & Michael 		
	 Dennenberg
Charles Cyprus	
	 Shelly Cyprus
Jean Albert Duval	
	 Dr. Larry J. Greenfield
	 Elizabeth & Matt Krohn 	
	 and Family
	 Linda & Richard Stanley, 
	 Jessica & Erik Teegerstrom, 	
	 Ryan Stanley, and Sam & 	
	 Jack Kagan
 	 Michelle & Howard 
	 Stone, Mindy, Mark, 
	 Lainey & Kinsey Spellman, 	
	 Christina, Alex & Julia 	
	 Stone
Minnie Duval	
	 Dr. Larry J. Greenfield
Bettie Braunstein Farfel
	 Carol & Barry Goodfriend
	 Linda Lesser and Family
Joe B. Gerson	
	 Dr. Larry J. Greenfield
	 Linda & Richard Stanley,
	 Jessica & Erik Teegerstrom, 	
	 Ryan Stanley, and Sam & 	
	 Jack Kagan
Allen Goldring, Pearl 
Wolfert, Daniel Wolfert, 
and Rachel Goldring	
	 The Grefe’ Family
Norris L. Goodfriend  
	 Carol & Barry Goodfriend

Marianne Greenfield	
	 Andi & Sandy Gaitz
	 Dr. Larry J. Greenfield
	 Elizabeth & Matt Krohn 	
	 and Family
 	 Linda & Richard Stanley,
	 Jessica & Erik 			
	 Teegerstrom, Ryan 		
	 Stanley, and Sam & 
	 Jack Kagan
 	 Michelle & Howard 		
	 Stone, Mindy, Mark, 		
	 Lainey & Kinsey Spellman,
	 Christina, Alex & Julia 	
	 Stone
	 Debbie Zissman and 		
	 Family
Jerold B. Katz, Lenny 
Charles Katz, Louis I. & 
Esther Koplin Katz, Bea 
Marshall, Elaine Weinstein 
& Samuel Morris Spevak, 
Karen Spevak, Bernice 
& Reuben Tockman, and 
Gerald Tockman	
	 The Katz Family
Irv Kauffman	
	 Jennis Kauffman
Michael Laviage	
	 Elissa Laviage and Family
Minash Mayants, Luba 
& Samuel Shimenchik, 
Maria & Jacob Minevich, 
Osvaldo Pardo, and Laura 
& Eusebio Cruz	
	 The Gelfand Family
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle	
	 Dr. Larry J. Greenfield 	
	 and Family
	 Michelle Greenfield 		
	 Stone & Howard Stone
Donald J. Pleasant	
	 Patti & Michael 		
	 Dennenberg
Fannie G. Poborsky  
	 Sheila & Jerry Kaplan
	 Kathy & Stephen Parven 
Francine Greenfield 
Rosenthal	
	 Dr. Larry J. Greenfield 
	 and Family
Robert Rudolph	
	 Shelly Cyprus
Mark Seewald, Robert 
Seewald, & Jack Seewald
	 The Yoder Family
Rae Rita Kreisman Selber
	 Mandel Jr, Kim & 
	 Mandel III Selber
Eddie & Jeanette Tobor 
and Jack & Lee Testa	
	 The Stewart Family

continued next page
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John Vasquez, Maria Elena 
Gandara, Myron & Valerie 
Hunsaker, Solly & Jean 
Leibman, Theo Leibman, 
Henia Leibman, Ettienne 
Leibman, Adam Shney, 
Luis-George & Elizabeth 
Reynolds, and Walter & 
Kathleen Hunsaker	
	 The Leibman Family
Edward Zissman
	 Dr. Larry J. Greenfield 
	 and Family
	 Linda & Richard Stanley, 
	 Jessica & Erik Teegerstrom, 	
	 Ryan Stanley, and Sam & 	
	 Jack Kagan
	 Debbie Zissman and 		
	 Family

PRAYER BOOK FUND	
To provide prayer books for 
worship
In Memory of	
Marilyn Caplovitz	
	 Bitsy Proler

PROLER CHAPEL FUND
To maintain and enhance 
the Proler Chapel
In Memory of
Renee Gerber
	 Lori & Louis Sigman, 		
	 Lauren & Marc Ross and 	
	 Families

RABBI ROY & LINDA 
WALTER ENRICHMENT 
FUND	
To support the highest-
priority programs and 
to provide ongoing care 
for the needs of our 
congregation
In Honor of	
Rabbi Roy Walter
	 Howard, Lisa, & Nanci 	
	 Garoon and Families
The 2nd Bat Mitzvah of
Rabbi Roy Walter
	 Pamela Hoffer Wallock & 
	 Mark Wallock
	 Julie Muntz Johnson & 
	 Peter Johnson
 	
In Memory of	
Eileen Friedman Cersonsky
	 Holly Schnoll Hunsicker
	 Mallory Robinson
Paul Croft	
	 Anne & Edward Bornet
Larry Fradkin	
	 Carol Fradkin
	 Tootie & Steve Fradkin

Jerry Halfant	
	 Mallory Robinson
David Livitz	
	 Jill & Brad Deutser
	 Linda & Ken Wimberly
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle	 
	 Barbara & Raymond 		
	 Kalmans
	 Judy Myers
	 Jane Root
	 Beth & Lee Schlanger
	 Valorie & Richard 		
	 Steinhart

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To provide scholarships for 
Helfman Religious School 
students
In Honor of	
Sheri Feldman	
Elaine Helfman
	 Keith Franklin Miller

RIVA & LARRY 
BURSTEN CARING FOR 
CONGREGANTS FUND
To support Congregation 
Emanu El in providing 
spiritual, emotional, 
physical, and other 
essential assistance to 
congregants in need
In Honor of
Pat & Aaron Fradkin
	 Lou & Herb Mizis
 	
In Memory of	
Larry Bursten  
	 Pamela Hoffer Wallock & 	
	 Mark Wallock
Paul Croft
	 Kathy & Stephen Parven

ROBERT I. KAHN SOCIAL 
JUSTICE FUND	
To send congregants 
to the Consultation on 
Conscience at the Religious 
Action Center
In Memory of
Louis Bleiberg	
Sigmund Safier
	 Ellen Safier & Efrain 		
	 Bleiberg

RONALD BROCHSTEIN 
EARLY CHILDHOOD FUND
To enhance preschool 
education
In Memory of	
Roberta Elsik	
Stanley Handel	
	 Sharon & Herb Cohn

ROSE & ED GOODFRIEND 
ISRAEL BONDS FUND
To support the gift of an 
Israel Bond for every B’nei 
Mitzvah student on the 
celebratory occasion of 
their B’nei Mitzvah
In Honor of 
The 90th Birthday of	
Jose Woloski 	
	 Libby & Buz Marvins
 	
In Memory of	
Norris L. Goodfriend  	
Rose Goodfriend
	 Gary Goodfriend

SHIRLEY BARISH 
MEMORIAL ISRAEL 
EXPERIENCE FUND
To send Helfman Religious 
School high school 
students to Israel
In Memory of	
Sandra Pollman Kay	
	 Robin & Rodney Roth

SISTERHOOD FUND	
To provide for the 
Sisterhood
In Honor of	
Rozanne Rubin
	 Perri Fink
	 Linda Susman

STILLMAN-LACK 
MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
FUND	
To maintain and enhance 
the Stillman-Lack 
Memorial Library Fund
In Honor of	
Josephine & Beatrice 
Paine 	
	 Rachel Katzenberg

SUSMAN FUND FOR 
FAMILY PROGRAMMING
To support programs for 
families
In Memory of	
Gerald Rauch 
Richard Susman & Lila 
Rauch	
	 Linda Susman

TEMPLE FUND	
To support the highest-
priority programs and 
to provide ongoing care 
for the needs of our 
congregation
A Donation	
	 Shelli & Michael Klein
 	

In Appreciation of	
Beautiful streaming high 
holiday services. I enjoyed 
the lovely voices and 
wonderful music.	
	 Anonymous
 	
In Honor of 
The Bat Mitzvah of	
Elliana Gospin 	
	 Cheryl & Haran Levy
The Birthday of	Claire & 
Dick Brooks	
	 Carole & Gerald Sheldon
The Speedy Recovery of	
Julien Rosenthal
	 Nanette & Barry 		
	 Putterman and Family
 	
In Memory of	
Marilyn Caplovitz	
	 Phyllis Selber
Paul Croft	
	 Dorothy & Albert 		
	 Krafcheck
	 Marilyn Nathan
Bernard Feldman	
	 Cheryl & Haran Levy
	 Donna & Philip 		
	 Tenenbaum 
Marcene Goldman	
	 Shirlee Rosenthal
	 Joyce Goodman  	
	 Susan Feickert
Sherman Hink 	
	 Lisa & Eric Cohen
Sandra Pollman Kay	
	 Cheryl & Haran Levy 
	 The Pollock Family
	 Donna & Philip 		
	 Tenenbaum 
David Livitz 
	 Tracy & Glen Larner
Kenneth “Kenny” Odle	
	 Amy Cohen & Sid Levinson
	 Julie & Robert Goodfriend
	 Elyse, Lewis, Aerin, 
	 Kendall and Tali Kalmans
	 Melissa & Brad Kalmans
	 Cheryl & Haran Levy 
	 AJ Robinson, Nicole 
	 Ellerine, Micaela, Ethan, 
	 and Nathaniel
	 Margo & Arthur Smith
Rhonda Brand Stern	
	 Amy & Mike Merkin
Mona Tanner	
	 Dee Dee Dochen & 
	 Paul Grossbard
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Work of Our Hands Puts the Knitting Needles Down 
Work of Our Hands (from Psalm 90:17), a little-known Congregation Emanu El Sisterhood social action group for many 
years, has woven its final threads – at least for now. 

The history of Work of Our Hands isn’t well documented, but the group may have gotten its start when Rozelle Kahn 
and others knitted olive green scarves, hats, gloves, and maybe socks for the troops in the 1940s. The group was 
reestablished in the early 2000s by Zelda Wise, Sisterhood president, and – for many years – the group knitted and 
crocheted squares that were then sewed together on Mitzvah Day (Knitzvah Day!) to make large blankets for donation. 

Over the years, Shirley Burkom, Deborah Cohen, and Donnie Bundman took on leadership of the group. Donations 
increased in variety, growing to include hat/scarf combinations to The House of Tiny Treasures, healing shawls to M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center, preemie hats and baby blankets to Texas Children’s Hospital, large warm blankets and adult 
hat/scarf sets to SEARCH Homeless Services to distribution by their outreach teams, and lap blankets for patients and 
clients of Houston’s V.A. Hospital. 

Work of Our Hands has had significant impact on many in our community, and we extend our heartfelt gratitude to 
all who have been involved over the years! 
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Our Sukkah Was The Place To Be During Sukkot! 
Our sukkah was busy this Sukkot! Beginning with a decorating activity and a sensory inclusion program, to mah 
jongg, afternoon tea with clergy, a Young Professionals dinner that included a lesson from Rabbi Fixler in making his 
famous etrog jam, a sushi in the sukkah oneg following Kabbalat Shabbat, and – of course! – Sukkot on Sunset, there 
were always people in the sukkah!
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Our annual Sukkot on Sunset event was a hit! Thanks to all who came out to join the festivities, which began with a 
service in the sukkah and included inflatables, games, a petting zoo, live music with DJ MC Yes! Chef, and much more!
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Introducing StandWithUs 
Hi! We are Sydney Kasman and Emma Manne, 
seniors at Bellaire High School, and we wanted to 
shed light on an amazing program we are a part of 
this year! 

For those who may not be familiar, StandWithUs 
is an international nonprofit organization 
dedicated to education about Israel and combating 
antisemitism. The organization partners with 
students and communities worldwide, providing 
leadership opportunities, resources, and training. 
This past March, we were both nominated to 
serve as StandWithUs Kenneth Leventhal Interns, 
a program where we work to fight antisemitism 
and share accurate information about Israel. After 
completing the application process and one-on-
one interviews with a regional manager, we were 
selected, two of only 200 interns chosen from more 
than 900 applicants.

In August, we attended the opening conference in 
Los Angeles to begin our internship. Throughout 
the week, we participated in sessions on topics 
ranging from the history of the Israeli-Arab 
conflict to professional networking skills, as well 
as learning about the StandWithUs staff and their 
family’s experiences through antisemitism. These 
experiences gave us both a deeper understanding 
of history and valuable leadership tools. We also 
gathered daily with our regional cohort and 
manager to debrief, brainstorm ideas for programs 
in our home communities, and learn how to build 
initiatives that go beyond the “low-hanging fruit.”

Going beyond the “low-hanging fruit” means 
to reach past what seems easy. It challenges 
the interns to look for communities outside 
of Jewish Pro-Israel, and to participate in 
hard conversations with people of all political 
opinions. The goal of this is to reach those who 
would not typically hear from people like us, and 
to help them gain a new perspective. The week in 
Los Angeles was filled with meaningful learning, 
connections with peers from across the U.S. and 

Canada, and even an evening on the beach with new friends. The conference truly set the stage for what 
is to come the rest of the year!

Over the next 11 months, we will be working with regional staff and fellow interns to bring programs to 
the Houston Jewish community. These may include social media campaigns, informational presentations, 
Q&A sessions with guest speakers, or articles like this one. Our personal goal is to make a positive impact by 
educating, empowering others, and helping to combat antisemitism here in Houston and beyond.

There are many ways to get involved like attending local StandWithUs programs, following and interacting 
with their numerous social media accounts, or applying for one of their leadership opportunities. In the 
spring, rising 11th and 12th graders can apply to be one of next year’s Stand With Us Kenneth Leventhal 
Interns, or any rising high schoolers can apply for the Teen Leadership Council next fall.

We are so excited to bring the knowledge and skills we’ve gained back to our community, and we look 
forward to making a difference together.
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Open Enrollment Now Available for Medicare 
Prescription Drug Plan (PDP)

ATTENTION SENIORS: Your current PDP sponsor should this month or will shortly provide you with an 
Annual Notice of Change about your current prescription drug plan for 2026. Review that Notice, which 
describes changes in your Plan, including changes to the premium, co-pay, and the drugs covered. If you 
are satisfied with the changes and want to remain in that Drug Plan, you do not have to do anything to 
stay in that Plan for 2026. However, you might be advised that your current plan will be discontinued 
or merged with another plan for 2026 or if you are in doubt as to whether or not your current plan is the 
best plan for you, you may want to review your options before accepting that change or staying with 
your current plan. You have from October 15 to December 7, 2025 to make changes to your Medicare 
Prescription Drug Coverage. To change your Prescription Drug Plan, you must sign up by December 7, 2025. 
The change will be effective January 1, 2026.

If you want to review your current Part D plan, the Emanu El Social Action Committee will provide a 
trained volunteer to assist your analysis of alternatives. If you know how to contact the person that helped 
you in the past please contact them directly. If you are not sure and/or would like a volunteer to contact 
you between October 15 and December 7, 2025. CALL Cynthia Pleason at 713-855-9260 or Sue Lewis at 
713-529-5771 and leave your name, phone number and email address and you will be contacted by a 
volunteer to schedule a convenient time to assist you.

When contacted by a volunteer, you will need to have available the following information:
 
	 1.	 Your MyMedicare username & password. If you do not have an account you will need to create one. 
		  If you want to sign up for a Medicare Part D (drug) plan for the first time, you will need to create a 
		  personal account at www.mymedicare.gov. The volunteer can provide assistance to help you create 
		  an account.

	 2.	 Your Medicare Card (Medicare number and the date enrolled in Part A & Part B)

	 3.	 Your drug list: name, dosage and frequency of each medication

	 4.	 The name of your current insurance plan, if any

	 5.	 The name of your preferred pharmacy

	 6.	 And your zip code  

Do not wait until the last minute to make your call. 

LIKE US ON

http://www.facebook.com/emanuelhouston

®

Find Us On YouTube!
Looking for a one-stop shop to catch the latest 
worship services, musical selections, videos from 
our schools and more? 

Find us on YouTube by searching “Emanu El 
Houston Video” and subscribe today!
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Emanu El Speaker Series: Rabbi Dr. Wendy Zierler 

Make plans to join us on December 5-7 when we host Rabbi Dr. Wendy Zierler as the 
2025 Rozelle & Robert I. Kahn Scholar in Residence. Congregants are invited to join 
Rabbi Zierler throughout the weekend as she covers Israeli poetry, song, and pulls 
inspiration from her latest book. 

Rabbi Dr. Wendy Zierler is Sigmund Falk Professor of Modern Jewish Literature and 
Feminist Studies at HUC-JIR in New York. Her most recent book, Going Out with Knots: 
My Two Kaddish/COVID Years with Hebrew Poetry (Jewish Publication Society), was 

named to Zibby Owens’ list of most anticipated books of Fall 2025. 

Rabbi Zierler’s visit is supported by the Rozelle & Robert I. Kahn Scholar in Residence Fund.

And, in 2026, we will launch another installment of the Endowment Speaker Series.
 
The season will focus on the areas that are most important to our everyday life: connecting with 
community and dining on delicious cuisine. More details will be available soon online.

	 •	 Thursday, February 5 featuring Lani Anpo
	 •	 Thursday, May 7 featuring Adeena Sussman

The Emanu El Endowment Speaker Series is made possible by Nathan Berg Lecture Series Fund, Caplovitz 
Lectureship Fund, Eleanor & Frank Freed Fund, and Helen & Harry Reichek Fund.

Rabbi Silk Kicks off Lunch & 
Learn Series 

Join Rabbi Silk for an engaging monthly lunch and 
learn class beginning on Thursday, November 20, 
at 12:30 p.m. 

Using the fabulous IYUN curriculum we will study 
and discuss: Pursuing Justice – Walking Wholeheartedly in a Broken World. This thought-provoking and 
engaging six-session course will guide us through deep and meaningful learning to respond to serious and 
important questions of our time:

How might Jewish tradition refract an ethos for the kind of commitments we want to make and the 
actions we want to take to improve our shared society?

For whom are we responsible? 

What do we need to know about ethics, power, and action before we make those decisions? 

To address these enduring questions, we look to classical and contemporary Jewish wisdom, to see what it 
might offer us as we work toward creating a more just world. 

CLASSES WILL MEET: 
November 20, December 18, January 22, February 19, March 19 and April 23

Registration is required; class size is limited. To register, contact Shira Moses at 
shiram@emanuelhouston.org.
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Voting Is a Jewish Value 
Emanu El Votes, our nonpartisan civic engagement project, reminds you to vote in the 
upcoming election.

EARLY VOTING:   October 20-31     ELECTION DAY: November 4

On the ballot:

	 •	 17 proposed amendments to the Texas Constitution – a nonpartisan explanation of each is available 
		  from the League of Women Voters Houston https://digital.houstonvotersguide.org/nov2025/

	 • 	U.S. House special election (District 18)

	 • 	Local positions

Make your plan to vote – and consider voting early.

Mazel Moments
Our member Carl Josehart has been appointed to the Mayor’s LGBTQ Advisory Board in Houston by Mayor 
John Whitmire. His two-year term runs through August 1, 2027. Carl was also recently recognized with the 
Distinguished Alumni Award from WashU.

Our member Gerald Merfish was named Global Leader of Influence by The World Affairs Council of Greater Houston.
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Let’s Celebrate Chanukkah Together!
Friday, December 19

Service 6:00 p.m.
Dinner & Festivities 7:00 p.m.

Bring your friends and family and join us for a cozy evening of delicious food 
and good company as we celebrate the Festival of Lights. 

Guests will enjoy latkes, sufganiyot, and games by the warm glow of the menorah.

 To make the evening even more special, we invite you to bring your menorah 
and candles to join a group lighting during the service 

so that we can fill Barish Sanctuary with extra Chanukkah glow!

REGISTRATION FORM:

https://members.emanuelhouston.org/form/chanukah-shabbat-dec2025

Becker Chanukkah Shabbat: 2023 Scrapbook Latkes: 2024

EE Youth Choir: 2022
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The Phillip Hall Singers Return to Emanu El Houston!
January 15, 2026, 7:30 p.m.
What better way to celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday than 
with our beloved Phillip Hall and his legendary choir! The Phillip Hall 
Singers, joined by Cantor Simmons and the Emanu El Volunteer and 
Youth Choirs, will fill our spirits with their songs. The power of music 
brings us all together! $18 general admission fee.


