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FROM RABBI HAYON

The spiritual
decluttering
that comes with
teshuvah allows

us to create

new space for
the selves we
will be in the
year ahead:
expansive and
filled with the
possibility of
hearts that are
open and tender.

Some of the videos I most love to watch online are the ones posted by
professional organizers and “declutterers.” In the ten years since
decluttering guru Marie Kondo made her name with her debut book
The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up, she has inspired hordes of
followers and imitators.

There are innumerable social media accounts where you can watch them organizing closets

full of clothes, paring down kitchen drawers crammed with gadgets, and cleaning out cluttered
garages stacked to the rafters with tools and materials waiting to be used for “someday projects.”
Ilove these videos because of how soothing it is to watch the time-lapse progress of homeowners
letting go of the things that have been weighing them down, sometimes for decades, and ending
up with airy, newly ordered spaces that feel expansive, hopeful, and refreshing.

The process of decluttering is a skill that serves us well during the High Holy Days as well, though
of course we are focusing our attention on the many chambers of our inner selves, not on our
attics or coat closets. Spiritually speaking, many of us have cluttered interiors filled with long-
simmering grudges, closely guarded resentments, and stubborn reserves of guilt and shame that
have long outlived any positive purpose they may once have held. Even though these leftover
relics from our past continue to weigh us down, many of us have spent years hoarding them,
unwilling to let them go.

But this season invites us to unpack the overstuffed storage areas inside ourselves. The words
and rites of the sacred days guide us to extract each of the artifacts held inside ourselves, hold
each one up to the light, and ask: Why have I been holding on to this thing for so long? Strangely
enough, we may find it difficult to part with the unhealthy and unproductive parts of ourselves

— perhaps because of how painful it can be to acknowledge our mistakes and imperfections.
Nevertheless, a successful season of repentance requires our ability to clear out the obsolete
and unhelpful parts, making space for actions and behaviors that will be better, healthier, more
productive.

continued on page 2

Rabbi Walter Achievement Award from GFC

Rabbi Walter received the Etz Chayim Award from Greene Family Camp on July 11, during the GFC’s
50th Anniversary celebration.

The plaque reads:

Rabbi Roy Walter
* For Perpetual Gifts of Self

“The gift of your precious time, boundless love, and genuine self exemplifies gemilut
chasadim, acts of loving kindness. Thank you for your legacy of service to the URJ
Greene Family Camp for Living Judaism in Bruceville, Texas.”

Our members Loui and Sheila Dobin were also honored by GFC with the Etz Chayim Award.
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SHABBAT WORSHIP

Friday night services are streamed on our website, Facebook page, Roku channel, and YouTube. Saturday morning
B’nei Mitzvah services are available solely on the website, and Saturday services take place in Proler Chapel as an in-person
experience only. Any changes will be shared through synagogue communications.

Shabbat Ki Teitzei
Friday, September 5
6:00 p.m., Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturday, September 6

10:30 a.m., Morning Service, Proler Chapel
B’'nei Mitzvah of Alexandra Katz, daughter of Nicole
& Evan Katz, and Samuel Katz, son of Nicole & Evan
Katz

Shabbat Ki Tavo
Friday, September 12
6:00 p.m., Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturday, September 13

10:30 a.m., Morning Service, Proler Chapel
B'nei Mitzvah of Annabel Grefé, daughter of Justin
& Samantha Grefé, and Brayden Stewart, son of
Lindsay Stewart

Shabbat Nitzavim
Friday, September 19
6:00 p.m., Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturday, September 20

10:30 a.m., Morning Service, Proler Chapel

10:30 a.m., Morning Service, Barish Sanctuary
Bat Mitzvah of Penelope Leibman, daughter of April
Vasquez Leibman & Benjamin Leibman

Shabbat Vayeilech

Friday, September 26

6:00 p.m., Kabbalat Shabbat
8:00 p.m., Warehouse Shabbat

Saturday, September 27
10:30 a.m., Morning Service, Proler Chapel

FROM RABBI HAYON continued from page 1

Jewish scripture offers its own language for the work
we will undertake together this month. The prophet
Ezekiel recounts God’s promise: “I will remove your
heart of stone and give you instead a heart of flesh.” The
imagery is evocative and powerful: our repentance
leads us to let go of the hardness that accumulates when
we have been wounded, disappointed, or afraid. At
times, the rigidity of a heart of stone may have provided
us with a necessary layer of protection, but a hard

heart is too impermeable to allow love or compassion

to pass through. The Days of Awe invite us to soften

our calloused hearts, so that they will become newly
capable of both giving and receiving blessing.

Doing teshuvah, humbly turning back toward God and
toward the selves we are meant to be, is a practice of
Jewish uncluttering —unburdening ourselves so that we
can travel more lightly into the new year. The liturgy

of the High Holy Days imagines God reassuring us,
“Salachti ki-d’varecha” — “I will forgive, as you have asked.”
Our willingness to divest ourselves of sin and error
leads to God’s willingness to release us from the guilt
and regret that weigh us down. Our steps grow steadier
when we drop the grudges we've been dragging; we

can breathe more easily when we release the shame we
have outgrown. Just like a well-ordered home, a well-
tended heart becomes a bright and spacious place where
growth and blessing can take lasting root.
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This month, as we stand at the threshold of a new year,
we must choose carefully and selectively about what
we will carry with us into the year 5786. Let us hold on
to the parts of our past that will enlighten and inspire:
memories of kindness and tenderness, words of love
and truth, moments of courage and beauty. And once
we have done so, we can thoughtfully and gratefully
release the parts that are no longer useful or necessary.
That is the gift of this season. The spiritual decluttering
that comes with teshuvah allows us to create new space
for the selves we will be in the year ahead: expansive
and filled with the possibility of hearts that are open
and tender.

May 5786 be a good and sweet year, a year in which all
of us will be inscribed for blessing.

Get Social With Usl!

In addition to our active Facebook
pages, be sure to follow us on
Instagram to catch snapshots of
happenings around the synagogue, including
social action, our clergy in action and more!

Find us on Instagram at @emanuelhouston.
And please feel free to “check in” at Emanu El
when you are here for events and happenings!




Welcome Our New & Returning Members

We are pleased to welcome the newest and
returning members to our congregational family
from July 11 — August 10. Please be sure to
introduce yourself to our newcomers as they
become a part of our community.

Emily Bergman
Marsha & Martin Block
Sarah Soffes & Jonathan Goldberg,
son Eliot
Amy & Carl Mandell, son Carter
Cassandra & Brian Roberts,
son Joshua
Julia & Charlie Weisberg,
daughter Asher & son Sam

New members will be shared regularly in
the Bulletin. Know someone interested in
becoming a part of our community?

New to town or looking to find a way to
connect with Emanu EI? Contact Anna
Shabtay at AnnaS@emanuelhouston.org or
713.529.5771, ext. 261.

2025-2026

Membership Renewal
Initiative

EMANUELHOUSTON.ORG/STEP-UP

RENEW NOW

LIFECYCLE EVENTS

BIRTHS

Scarlett James Freedman, daughter of Molly & Zachary
Freedman; granddaughter of Rhonda & Seth Freedman

DEATHS

Marilyn Caplovitz, mother of Karen & Terry Barrett and
Lori & Rick Bohm; grandmother of Allie, Drew, Daniel,
and Gina; great-grandmother of Riley and Jasper.

Renee Gerber, mother of Gail & Norman Stalarow, Teri
& Howie Gerber, and Andrea Gerber; grandmother of
Micah Stalarow, Logan Stalarow, Sammy Gerber, and
Jason Gerber

Jerry Halfant, brother of Rozanne & Howard Rubin
Toby Kaufman, aunt of David Hoodis

Tillie Koch, mother of our members Susan & Jeffery
Koch and Ale & Richard Koch; grandmother of Mitchell
Koch, Drew Koch, Ken Koch, and Scilla Koch; sibling of
Faye Bars

Rabbi Howard Laibson, former Associate Rabbi of
Congregation Emanu El (served 1981-1984), husband of
Ellen Laibson

Rose Elenor Lefkowitz Savage, mother of our members
Lauren & Alan Gordon, Heidi Savage, and Karen Savage;
grandmother of Adam Gordon, Mollie Gordon & Ron
Karni, Dana Savage Shimkoski, Hal Shimkoski, and
Mollie Savage; great-grandmother of Jacob, Dalia, and
Shelly Karni and Jesse, Shane, and Lindsey Gordon

Robert “Bob” Stein, husband of our member Marty
Stein; father of Nora Stein & Matt McMahon and Annie
Stein & Jesse Dickerman; grandfather of Sam, Josh, and
Ada Dickerman, and Gwen and Nina Stein McMahon;
sibling of Ellen & Seth Stein

A Notice About Bereavement Communications

Bereavement notices for our temple family are
distributed with the permission of the deceased’s
family, and the timing of these notices is dictated
by the family’s request. Of course, each family
grieves in its own way, and we are grateful for our
congregation’s patience and understanding with
different families’ preferences about how their
loss is publicized.




HIGH HOLY DAYS 2025 / 5786

S’LICHOT

Saturday, September 13

Music at Emanu El Concert, 7:30 p.m.
$18 General Admission for Concert Only

Join us for a S’'lichot evening of music that invites
spiritual contemplation and showcases the beauty of the
classical tradition. The concert, performed by Brinton
Smith, cello, and Isaac Foreman, piano, will feature
works by composers — friends of Beethoven, children of
cantors, keyboard virtuosi, and child prodigies —whose
Jewish heritage shaped their musical voices.

Dessert Reception, 8:30 p.m.
S’lichot Service, 9:00 p.m.

The season of repentance begins with the observance of
S'lichot. We gather on the Saturday evening before Rosh
HaShanah to reflect on the past year and the changes
we wish to make in the year ahead. Joining Cantor
Simmons will be Brinton Smith and Isaac Foreman to
enhance this intimate and reflective experience.

ROSH HASHANAH
Monday, September 22
High Holy Days Kick-Off Reception, 5:00 p.m.

Gather with friends and loved ones before services to
celebrate the new year together over refreshments and
hors d'oeuvres.

Rosh HaShanah Service, 6:00 p.m.
Sermon by Rabbi Oren Hayon

R
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Join us for a reimagined High Holy Day service that
blends tradition with inspiration.

Featuring the timeless prayers and evocative poetry of
our High Holy Day prayerbook, Mishkan HaNefesh, this
service will be elevated by the powerful voices of Cantor
Rollin Simmons and a specially assembled vocal and
instrumental ensemble. Together, they will lead us in
familiar and magnificent melodies that beautifully
express the awe, joy, and spiritual grandeur of the New Year.

Tuesday, September 23
Children’s Service, 9:00 a.m.

Designed for children 8 and under and their families,
this lively and fun service highlights the themes and
rituals of the holiday.

Morning Service, 10:30 a.m.
Sermon by Rabbi Joshua Fixler

This intergenerational service combines familiar music
and prayers with beautiful liturgical writing and
stirring poetry. You will also experience an inspiring
and engaging collection of music enhanced by our
professional choir and organ.

3rd through 5th grade students are invited to pray with
their parents for the first half of the service, then they
will be led by our Helfman Religious School staff into
their own separate High Holy Day celebration with

fun and engaging activities. Pre-registration required:
https://emanuelhouston.org/hhdyouth.

continued next page




TASHLICH
September 23, 1:00 p.m.

We set aside some time as Rosh HaShanah concludes
to gather and symbolically cast our sins into the water
while singing and reflecting together. We will ensure
our new year gets off to a sweet start by celebrating
Tash-LICK, our annual addition of an ice cream truck!

Parking near the bridge is extremely limited. We strongly
encourage everyone to take the shuttles that will depart
from the synagogue shortly after morning services.

SHABBAT SHUVAH
Friday, September 26, 6:00 p.m.

Hear a message of inspiration to deepen your spiritual
and moral explorations on this very special Shabbat
between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur. Our member
Joel Dinkin will share some personal reflections at

the culmination of decades of service to the Jewish
community.

OUTDOOR FAMILY EXPERIENCE
Sunday, September 28,9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

To complement our High Holy Day children’s services,
families with children in 2nd grade or younger are
invited to join Emanu El clergy and staff for an outdoor
experience featuring a storybook walk.

CEMETERY SERVICE

Sunday, September 28, 5:00 p.m.

Emanu El Memorial Park, 8431 Bissonnet St.
Memorial Sermon by Rabbi Oren Hayon

We invite all to join together in the beautiful, serene
surroundings of Emanu El Memorial Park to remember
our dear ones.

YOM KIPPUR

Wednesday, October 1

Kol Nidre Service, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Sermon by Rabbi Oren Hayon

This service, on the holiest night of the year, will feature
the contemplative prayers and stirring music unique to
this holiday. They will be accompanied by Yuri McCoy
on organ and our professional choir and include the
poignant setting of Kol Nidre played by Brinton Smith,
Principal Cellist of the Houston Symphony.

Thursday, October 2
Children’s Service, 9:00 - 9:45 a.m.

Designed for children 8 and under and their families,
this service offers engaging music, prayers, and stories
that will encourage families to reflect on how we can be
our best selves.

Morning Service, 10:30 a.m.
Sermon by Rabbi Pamela Silk

This service will be led by our clergy, accompanied by
organ and our professional choir. Through stirring music

and meaningful prayer, we will reflect on the themes of
repentance and forgiveness.

3rd through 5th grade students are invited to pray
with their parents for the first half of the service, then
they will be led to a unique, age-appropriate Torah
experience facilitated by our teen leaders and Helfman
Religious School staff. Pre-registration is required at
https://emanuelhouston.org/hhdyouth.

Isaiah Variety Hour, 12:45 - 1:35 p.m.

In the Yom Kippur afternoon Haftarah reading, the
prophet Isaiah describes “the fast that God desires” as
being a fast that leads us to focus on justice, compassion,
and ethical responsibility. Through music, poetry, and
more, we will shed new light on this ancient and
inspiring text.

Healing & Wholeness, 3:45 - 4:30 p.m.
Cantor Rollin Simmons & Rabbi Pamela Silk

Find restoration and strength through poetry, song,
and prayer.

Yizkor & N’ilah, 4:45 - 6:45 p.m.
Sermon by Rabbi Roy Walter

We will bring our holidays to a close with an
opportunity to honor and remember our dear ones,
the final confessions of N’ilah, and the sweetness of
Havdalah that marks the separation between the
penitential season and the promising new year ahead.

Break The Fast, 6:45 p.m.

Join us as we break the fast as a community with a
restorative meal in the Oshman Multi-Purpose Room.
Generously sponsored by the Roth and Glauben Family,
in loving memory of Evelyn and Franklin Roth and
Michelle Roth Glauben

ELECTIVES BLOCK 1
Wednesday, October 2 - 1:45 - 2:35 p.m.

DISCUSSION GROUP
LET’S DISCUSS: What Does It Mean to Be a Jew in the World
Today?

Join Rabbi Silk for meaningful small group conversations
with fellow congregants as we explore the personal

and collective experience of being Jewish at this pivotal
moment in history. Together, we’ll reflect on questions
of identity, responsibility, and belonging — most notably:
Do we carry unique obligations simply because we

are Jews?

Come share your thoughts, listen deeply, and engage in
heartfelt dialogue.

ART SESSION
Facing Myself: A Creative Adventure in Masks, Identity &
Self-Expression

This session is repeated in Block 2. Come to either or
stay for both. Join artist Ellen Orseck for an inspiring

continued next page
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workshop that delves into the contrast between our
outward personas and inner selves. Through the use of
pre-formed masks, collage, and painting, participants
will creatively explore how we present ourselves to the
world —and how that differs from who we truly are
inside. No artistic experience is necessary —just bring
your curiosity and imagination! All are welcome. Please
register in advance to ensure materials are available for
everyone.

Musical Contemplation

A string quartet of Rice University Shepherd School
musicians will create space for personal contemplation
and meditation on the themes of the holiday.

MEDITATIVE WALK

This session continues in Block 2. Need to stretch your
legs after morning services? Join Emanu El members and
fitness enthusiasts Joanna Hoffman and Lisseth De Masi
for a leisurely walk on the path around Rice University.
Walkers can find their own comfortable pace and return
to temple for the second elective block or for the Healing
Service.

“The Price of Atonement”
Rabbi Oren Hayon

In our age of public scandal and high-profile wrongdoing,
disgraced public figures and corporate executives convicted
of white-collar crimes frequently make significant
charitable gifts, either as part of legal settlements or to
clear their own consciences. Can this kind of generosity
cleanse a person’s guilt? Can one, in effect, legitimately

“buy” atonement by giving tzedakah? Is there such a thing
as “tainted money” in Judaism? And may a charity accept
these “ill-gotten gains”? Join us to discuss the exploration
of these questions in Jewish legal and ethical texts.

ELECTIVES BLOCK 2
Wednesday, October 2 - 2:45 - 3:35 p.m.

ART SESSION
Continued from Block 1.

MEDITATIVE WALK
Continued from Block 1.

MEDITATION

Ann Friedman

Experience a guided journey of mindfulness, utilizing
the themes of the Days of Awe.

“What We Carry Forward, What We Leave Behind”
Lucy Mosbacher

Jewish tradition sees Yom Kippur as Yom HaDin —the
Day of Judgment. We will re-frame this as self-judgment
or conscious choice-making, transforming Yom Kippur
from something that happens to us into something we
actively choose.

Goy asher tzedakah - Realizing Isaiah’s vision for a
“righteous nation”

Join Rabbi Josh Fixler, Rabbi David Segal, and Dr. Al
Kahn for a conversation on what it means to support
American democracy with Jewish values in an age of

religious nationalism.
continued next page

Learn to Blow the Shofar and

Join Our Shofar Squad!
September 7, 12:00 p.m.

Ever wanted to learn to blow the shofar? Now’s
your chance to join our High Holy Day Shofar
Squad. All you have to do is join Rabbi Fixler
and Jeff Silk for their annual shofar class on
September 7 (and practice, of course). This
program is open to people of all ages, and
children must be accompanied by an adult.

If you own a shofar, please bring
it with you. We also have shofars
available to borrow for the season,
and the New Traditions gift shop
has a wonderful selection for

purchase. Class participants will be
invited to blow shofar as a special
part of our High Holy Day services
on Erev Rosh HaShanah and Yom
Kippur (N'ilah). The class starts at
Noon, immediately following our
Helfman opening lunch.




SUKKOT & SIMCHAT TORAH
Sunday, October 5
Sukkah Decorating, 11:30 a.m.

Families are invited to help bring the sukkah to life
with homemade decorations as we prepare for the
season of Sukkot. We will have construction paper
and coloring supplies on hand, so all levels are
creativity are invited! Lite bites and refreshments
will be provided.

Sensory Inclusion Program, 1:30 p.m.

The community is invited to join us for a pre-Sukkot
program designed for all ages and abilities, along
with families, caregivers, and allies. Participation of
all kinds is encouraged — including devices, fidgets,
headphones, movements, and more. This program
will feature a selection of engaging sensory-sensitive
activities and crafts. This program is funded through
alocal Impact Grant from The Jewish Federation of
Greater Houston.

Limited capacity. Registration required.

Wednesday, October 8
Afternoon Tea with the Clergy, 3:00 p.m.

Sit down with the members of the Emanu El clergy
team for an afternoon break to help fill in the long
gap between lunch and dinner. Enjoy a sampling of
tea, sandwiches and scones. Limited Capacity.

Wednesday, October 8
BYOM: Bring Your Own Mah Jongg,
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Mah Jongg tables will be available in the sukkah
throughout the day, so bring your team, find a table,
and enjoy the fresh air. We welcome guests to bring
food of their choice, and Emanu El will provide
desserts and beverages. Please contact Allison Hale
to reserve your table!

YP Program: Etrog Jam Class, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Join Emanu El Young Professionals for a Sukkot
celebration! We will learn how to make our own
Etrog Jam (one of Rabbi Fixler’s specialties) and enjoy
a festive meal together in the sukkah.

Thursday, October 9
Motherhood Together, 11:30 a.m.

“Painting and Pinot,” presented by Women of
Gen X & Emanu El Sisterhood, 6:00 p.m.

The Women of Gen X and Sisterhood invite you to

a paint and sip party with Paint the Town. This
program includes two hours of guided painting
time, including supplies and aprons. Join us starting
for lite bites, wine, and other refreshments before
tapping into your creative artistic sides!

Friday, October 10
Sushi in the Sukkah, 7:00 p.m.

Following Shabbat service, you're invited to an Oneg
featuring sushi and other light bites and desserts

Sunday, October 12
Sukkot on Sunset, 11:30 a.m.

Join us as we celebrate the joy of Sukkot this season.
This year, we will begin the celebration with a brief
service at 11:30 a.m., followed by a catered lunch and
activities.

Monday, October 13
Simchat Torah Service, Dinner & Learning, 6:00 p.m.

Join us for a special Simchat Torah celebration! We
will unroll the Torah as a community and highlight
well-known stories and moments with popular
songs, accompanied by our band. This will be a lively
and family-friendly service. We will march with the
Torah to join in a festive meal together and engage
with Torah through learning. Our guest teacher for
Simchat Torah is Professor Mark Goldberg.

Tuesday, October 14
Simchat Torah Festival Service & Yizkor, 10:30 a.m.

In this festival service, we read the end of Deuteronomy
and begin again with Genesis as the annual cycle
begins anew. The service will include prayers of
Yizkor, a beautiful and meaningful way to remember
our dear ones.

D OCTORS ON CALL

We are seeking doctors willing to be “on call” in the event of medical emergencies during High Holy Days. You
can volunteer for one or as many services/times as you wish. As a thank you, we will arrange special seating

for you and your family.

If interested, contact Beryl Chernov, berylc@emanuelhouston.org or 713.529.5771.

continued next page
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GENERAL INFORMATION
DIGITAL PASSES

Emanu El will again be using digital passes for High
Holy Day services.

You must be a member in good standing to receive High
Holy Day passes. Each adult member of your household
will receive one digital pass via email which may be
used for all High Holy Day services. If only one member
of your household has an email address in Shulcloud,
passes for all adults will be emailed to that address.
Emails will be sent from orders@simpletix.com to the
email address in your ShulCloud account.

You can print your pass at home or save it on your
phone to be scanned when you arrive for services.
Passes can also be saved to your Apple Wallet or Google
Wallet. Your name will be on your pass; passes are
NOT transferrable. Please remember to bring your

cell phones or printed versions of your digital passes.
Only individuals with High Holy Day passes will be
permitted entry to the Emanu El campus.

Members in good standing may request up to two single
service passes for out-of-town guests. Please email

Lisa Damen at lisad@emanuelhouston.org with the
name and email address of your guests so that they can
receive the Simpletix email with their guest pass.

We also welcome members of the community who have
moved to Houston since last High Holy Days. Please ask
them to contact Anna Shabtay at 713.529.5771,

ext. 261 or AnnaS@emanuelhouston.org to arrange
for newcomer passes.

PARKING

Levels 1 and 2 of the Gaylor Parking Facility will be
reserved for accessible parking. Space is limited and
we encourage you to park off-site. Buses will run
continuously between satellite parking and Emanu El.

Parking for Erev Rosh HaShanah and Kol Nidre will

be at the Medical Clinic of Houston (1707 Sunset Blvd;
the parking garage entrance is on Rice Blvd). Daytime
parking for Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur will be
available at Rice University. For Tashlich, we encourage
you to take the shuttle to and from Emanu El as parking
near Bill Coats Bridge is extremely limited. The shuttle
will pick up at Emanu El, in the circular driveway, and,
after Tashlich, drop off at both Rice and Emanu EL

CHILDCARE

Registration link:
https://members.emanuelhouston.org/form/hhd-2025--childcare.html
Childcare for children ages 15 months to 8 years is
available during Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur
morning services. Advance registration by September 15
is required.

ACCESSIBILITY

Accessible seating is available for High Holy Day
services, but seats must be reserved by September 10.
Please contact Christian Simmons at 713.529.5771, ext.
262, or christians@emanuelhouston.org, and include
the service(s) you plan to attend.

Those requesting accessible seating may be granted a
maximum of four additional seats for family members.
Please note this seating will be released 15 minutes prior
to the beginning of services.

HEARING LOOP

The Barish Sanctuary is equipped with a system which
transmits audio signals directly to one’s hearing aid.

CLOSED CAPTIONING

Emanu El will provide closed captioning for all Rosh
HaShanah and Yom Kippur services in the Barish
Sanctuary except for the children’s services.

HEARING LOOP

The Barish Sanctuary is equipped with a system which
transmits audio signals directly to one’s hearing aid.

CLOSED CAPTIONING

Emanu El will provide closed captioning for all Rosh
HaShanah and Yom Kippur services in the Barish
Sanctuary except for the children’s services.

HUNGER APPEAL

Congregation Emanu El's longstanding commitment to
fighting hunger is made possible year after year by our
congregants’ generous contributions to the High Holy Day
Hunger Appeal. Donations will support emergency food
needs in the Houston area, our partners in the community
helping to fight hunger and our ongoing service
projects with Kids’ Meals and SEARCH. Please consider
joining our collective efforts to help battle hunger by
contributing to the High Holy Day Hunger Appeal at
https://emanuelhouston.org/hhdhungerappeal or by
mailing a check to the congregation.

GOING OUT OF TOWN FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS?

Will you be going out of town for Rosh HaShanah or
Yom Kippur? Though our affiliation with the Union

for Reform Judaism (URJ), our congregation enjoys
reciprocity with hundreds of synagogues nationally.
Please contact Sue Lewis at suel@emanuelhouston.org.
We will work with our partners to ensure your seat at
your destination synagogue.

continued next page




Navigating Grief During the High Holy Days
September 11 & 18
Registration link: https://members.emanuelhouston.org/form/grief-support_2025

Struggling with grief as the High Holy Days approach? You're not alone — bring your feelings of sadness and loss to a
place of support and understanding. Join our bereavement group to find comfort, connection, and ways to navigate
this season. These sessions will be led by experienced grief support group facilitators from Alexander JFS and The
Shalva Project, Judy Young, a licensed Clinical Social Worker with experience facilitating Grief Support Groups, and
Rabbi Barry Cohen, Chaplain Manager at Alexander JFS. Pre-registration is encouraged.

Basic Judaism Class Begins September 14
Seven Sunday Morning Sessions, 9:00 — 10:30 a.m.
Curious to learn more about Jewish practice and belief? Wanting to understand the layers of Jewish wisdom literature

and text? Interested in reviewing the highlights of Jewish history? Join our clergy for Basic Judaism, a multi-session
beginning-level course open to those seeking to learn more about Judaism.

Pre-registration is required, and class size is limited. Please contact Shira Moses, shiram@emanuelhouston.org,
to register.

Adult Hebrew Classes Begin September 14
Sundays through May 3, 2026

Intermediate Adult Hebrew: 9:00 —10:30 a.m.
Beginning Adult Hebrew: 10:30 a.m. —Noon

Two yearlong adult Hebrew classes are beginning on September 14, and you are invited to participate! The beginning
adult Hebrew class will focus on learning the Hebrew aleph bet and acquiring the skills to decode simple words and
phrases. The intermediate adult Hebrew level class will focus on reading to increase prayer reading fluency. The course
cost is $250 and includes materials.

Learn more and register for these classes by contacting Shira Moses, shiram@emanuelhouston.org or 713.529.5771, ext. 212.

Emanu El Speaker Series Kicks Off a New Season!

On October 29, Congregation Emanu El is pleased to welcome Bassem Eid at 7:00 p.m. for
a guided discussion with Rabbi Oren Hayon. Bassem Eid is a Jerusalem-based political
analyst, human rights pioneer and expert commentator in Arab and Palestinian affairs.

On December 5-7, we will host Rabbi Dr. Wendy Zierler as the 2025
Rabbi Robert I. Kahn Scholar in Residence. Rabbi Dr. Wendy Zierler is
Sigmund Falk Professor of Modern Jewish Literature and Feminist
Studies at HUC-JIR in New York. Her most recent book, Going Out
with Knots: My Two Kaddish/ COVID Years with Hebrew Poetry (Jewish
Publication Society), was named to Zibby Owens’ list of most
anticipated books of Fall 2025.

Bassem Eid

Congregants are invited to join Rabbi Zierler throughout the weekend as she covers Israeli
Rabbi Dr. Wendy Zierler poetry, song, and pulls inspiration from her latest book. The full weekend schedule will be
available online.

Rabbi Zierler’s visit is supported by the Rozelle & Robert I. Kahn Scholar in Residence Fund.

And, in 2026, we will launch another installment of the Endowment Speaker Series. The season will focus on
the areas that are most important to our everyday life: connecting with community and dining on delicious
cuisine. More details will be available soon online.

Thursday, February 5 featuring Lani Anpo
Thursday, May 7 featuring Adeena Sussman

The Emanu El Endowment Speaker Series is made possible by Nathan Berg Lecture Series Fund, Caplovitz
Lectureship Fund, Eleanor & Frank Freed Fund, and Helen & Harry Reichek Fund.




EMANU EL SCRAPBOOK

Construction Update

Construction Update

IMPORTANT

TRANSFORMATIONS
ARE HAPPENING

In July and August, construction crews completed demolition of the temporary buildings, original walkway, and
much of the concrete from that area of our campus. And, if you missed it, we found a time capsule from — we believe —
construction of the Proler Chapel. You can watch the video series of extraction and exploration of contents, and see
several photos of the capsule’s contents on our website: https://emanuelhouston.org/construction/time-capsule

In August, crews brought in loads of dirt and compacted it until they reached the correct density to support the new
building. They then began the process of drilling piers for that will support the foundation.

Construction crews also finished compacting dirt on the building site, achieving the necessary density to support the

slab and foundation for the new building.

In September, you will begin to see construction activity as crews drill piers for the slab, install site utilities, and pour

the foundation. Exciting times are ahead!

PARKING

LEVELS

Construction Workers

LEVEL 2-4

Parking for Everyone

LEVEL1

Accessible Parking /School Drop-off

Parking spots at the
West Gate Entrance
and Level 1 of the
Gaylor Parking
Facility are reserved
for accessible parking
or drop-off.

&

AN FOR |
UPDATES

@ Congregation Emanu El
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT EMANU EL

More information on temple programs and their registration forms (if applicable) can be found online at
https://emanuelhouston.org/events.

ﬁ Congregation Emanu El

SCHMOOZE &
SCHMEAR

Join us on the first Saturday of each
month for an engaging and spiritual
prayer service at 10:30 a.m., then stay
after the service for a nosh.

Widow to Widow Support Group
Thursday, October 16, 4:00 p.m.

Congregation Emanu El is pleased to welcome the return
of Rabbi Seth Stander, DD, for the next Widow-to-Widow
program. Rabbi Seth previously joined us in November
to discuss grief and reinvestment in life. In this
upcoming program, he will address the bereavement
process and focus on navigating the next chapter.

Following the discussion, guests are invited to enjoy

a catered dinner featuring Mediterranean fare and
desserts from Houston Catering Concepts. Vegetarian
and gluten free options will be available. Dinner is $10
for members and $12 for non-members.

‘Living on a Spare’ Bowling Event
Thursday, September 18

Emanu El's newest kehillah (community), Bayou City Jews,
invites you to “Living on a Spare” bowling event. This
2-hour event includes shoes, dinner, and an assortment
of desserts. Each guest will also receive one (1) drink
ticket to enjoy their choice of either beer, wine, or seltzer.
Limited space available! Register today! $40pp

The Shalva Project

Feeling overwhelmed, struggling to make ends meet, worried about The

yourself or others, or feeling isolated or lonely? Shalva can help! Adele

Croft and Anna Ashburn, our JFS case manager and clinician, are at Shalva
temple every week to meet with members and offer support. In addition

to one-on-one meetings, they provide support groups that offer a point Project

of connection for those dealing with mental health challenges, divorce,
bereavement, caregiving, and the aftermath of natural disasters and
personal struggle.

Appointments with Adele or Anna can be scheduled online at:
https://www.emanuelhouston.org/community/shalvaproject/

The Shalva Project is made possible by the generous support of the Houston Jewish Community Foundation.

continued next page
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Go “Back to the Future!” with Mitzvah Day!
Sunday, September 14

Volunteer projects for Mitzvah Day are filling up! Sign up now to be part of
Mitzvah Day! There are a variety of projects, both onsite at Emanu El and at
selected sites in

the community, most of which are suitable for all ages and stages.

If you're volunteering at Emanu El, meet in Feld Hall beginning at 11:30 for
introductions, assignments, and lite bites. Project Captains will communicate
meeting times and locations for those volunteering offsite.

Partner organizations for Mitzvah Day 2025 include: Kids’ Meals, Undies for Everyone, SEARCH Homeless
Services, Feeding the Lone Star, Aishel House, Houston Food Bank, Second Servings, Emanu El Memorial Park,
Morningstar Senior Living, and Hermann Park.

We hope you will join us for a powerful day of hands-on service to help make a difference in our community.
Pick your project, bring your family, and have fun!

Visit https://emanuelhouston.org/mitzvahday for information and project details.

Project registration: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COD4AA4AC2FASFFC16-57505643-congregation

Solidarity with Israel: Future Community Travel with the Jewish Federation of Houston

The Jewish Federation of Greater Houston is looking to the future with hope and continues to plan meaningful travel
opportunities for our community. Registration is currently open for two upcoming trips: our CommUNITY Journey and
Honeymoon Israel. As we continue to provide Israel with recovery assistance, participants will witness firsthand the
transformative impact on the programs and people we support. Special pricing available for those under 45.

Visit https://www.j2adventures.com/join/jewish-federation-of-greater-houston-israel-october-2025/

Honeymoon Israel, in partnership with the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston, helps young couples with at least
one Jewish partner bring Jewish life into their homes, and create a new community of friends while gaining their own
perspective on the nuances and diversity of Israel.

For more information visit: https://www.houstonjewish.org/HMI/

Join our Houston Cohort February 26 to March 8, 2026!

For more information visit: https://www.houstonjewish.org/HMI/
If you know a couple who would be interested, Refer-A-Friend Here
at https://form.jotform.com/251596278993174

4l N\
LIKE US ON
You

Tube

\ Find Us On YouTube!

Looking for a one-stop shop to catch the latest

worship services, musical selections, videos from
a‘ e o o our schools and more?
Find us on YouTube by searching “Emanu El

http:/www.facebook.com/emanuelhouston Houston Video” and subscribe today!
. J
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Evening Mah Jongg
Opportunities
Tuesday, September 9
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. &

Tuesday, October 21
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Bring your cards and friends and
play mah jongg with Sisterhood!
Enjoy a light dinner for $7. Please register online or by contacting the
Sisterhood office at sishood@emanuelhouston.org or 713.529.5771, ext.
233. Registration is a must!

BOOK REVIEW

She’s Up to No Good, by author Sara Goodman Confino
Wednesday, September 10, 12:30 p.m.

She’s Up to No Good, by author Sara Goodman Confino, is a novel about Jenna, a

young woman who is blindsided when her husband of four years asks for a divorce.
With time on her hands and her life in flux, she agrees to accompany her eccentric
grandmother, Evelyn, on a road trip to the seaside Massachusetts town where much of
their family history was shaped. As the secrets of Evelyn’s past unfold, Jenna discovers
a new side of her grandmother and herself that she never knew existed and learns the possibilities for
healing can come at the most unexpected tie in a woman'’s life.

This book will be reviewed by Judy Salmon, and the review will take place in the Oshman
Multi-Purpose Room. There is no charge, but please RSVP online by visiting our web calendar at
emanuelhouston.org or by contacting the Sisterhood office at 713.529.5771, ext. 233 or
sisterhood@emanuelhouston.org.

Registration link: https://members.emanuelhouston.org/form/Book%20Review-09/10/2025

Behind the Scenes at Houston Ballet
Wednesday, September 24, 2025
11:00 a.m.—1:30 p.m.

Join us at the Houston Ballet Center for Dance for a catered box
lunch, conversation with former dancers, tour and view of a
rehearsal. You'll learn about the history of Houston Ballet and
current programs. Your registration includes a box lunch with
bottled water.

Photo credit: Artists of Houston No-cost Precinct 1 bus transportation is available to the first 42
Balletin JacquelynLong'sllluminate.  yegistrants departing from the Temple at 10:15 a.m. and returns at
Photo by Lawrence Elizabeth Knox 2:00 p.m. AND each registrant will receive a special discount code
(2023). Courtesy of Houston Ballet. to purchase tickets to Houston Ballet’s mixed repertoire program —

Rock, Roll and Tutus.***

The cost to attend is $20.00 for Sisterhood members, $25.00 for non-members. Registration deadline is
September 17, 2025. PLEASE NOTE we cannot accommodate late registrations or walk-ins.

Registration link:
https://members.emanuelhouston.org/form/Sisterhood BehindtheSceneswithHoustonBallet-09/24/25

Register today using the link above or by contacting the Sisterhood office at 713.529.5771, ext. 233 or
sisterhood@emanuelhouston.org.

*** Parking and driving directions and discount code information to be sent within 3 days of your
registration.




THE SHEPHERD SCHOOL OF MUSIC CONCERT

ECHOES OF REFLECTION
CLASSICAL INSPIRATION FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 | 7:30 PM

%18 General Admission for concert only

Join us for a STichot evening of music that invites spiritual contemplation

and showcases the beauty of the classical tradition. The concert, performed by
Brinton Smith, cello, and Isaac Foreman, piano, will feature works by composers
whose Jewish heritage shaped their musical voices.

Reception following concert

9:00 PM SLICHOT SERVICE

The season of repentance begins with the observance of Slichot. Joining
Cantor Simmons will be Brinton Smith and |saac Foreman to enhance this
intimate and reflective experience.

CANTOR BECKY MANN
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

Cantor Mann is one of the brightest voices of the next generation
of Jewish songwriters carrying our tradition forward in new and
exciting ways.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7
6:00 PM - Shabbat Evening Service

8:00 PM - Warehouse Shabbat (doors apen 7:30 PM)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8
10:30 AM Shabbat Morning in Proler Chapel along
with Cantor Simmaons

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9
10:30 AM - Adult Education:
Modah Ani: Exploring Gratitude through Music
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HELFMAN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS

ﬁ Helfman Religious School

A New School Year is Starting at Helfman Religious School!

We're so excited to be starting a new school year here at Helfman Religious School! Soon, the halls will be buzzing on
Sunday mornings with throngs of excited students, TAs, and teachers. The administrative team has spent the summer
tweaking curricula, freshening rooms, and carefully planning the year’s schedule. If you haven't enrolled yet, it’s not
too late! Visit our website at https://www.emanuelhouston.org/learning/helfman/ and click “enrollment” or reach
out to our Family Engagement Associate and Registrar, Elizabeth Townsend, at ElizabethT@emanuelhouston.org or
713.535.6401. We can’t wait to welcome you!

Welcome, Lily Schwam!

We're excited to welcome

Lily Schwam to the Emanu El
community! A student at Rice
University, Lily joins us as the part-
time Junior Youth Advisor and TA
Coordinator. She’ll help lead our
vibrant Teaching Assistant program
Lily Schwam and plan engaging monthly events
for our 6th and 7th graders, starting with a fun program A - _
in October. You'll see Lily’s friendly face on Sunday Helfman Religious School’s Lucy Mosbacher and Becca Taylor went

mornings and at youth programs throughout the year, to camp this summer! They spent a weekend with Emanu El kids
so be sure to say hello and give her a warm welcome! during Greene Family Camp’s second session.

Upper School: A Great Program, Now Even Better

Our Upper School program, serving students in grades 8-12, is the heart of our teen education. It's where students
deepen their Jewish learning, connect with clergy and staff, and find their place in our community. This year, after a
summer of thoughtful updates, the program is even stronger.

One of the most beloved traditions of Upper School is Upper School Dinner, a free weekly meal open to all students an
hour before class begins. Far more than just dinner, this time fosters real community. Teens share stories from their
week, laugh with friends, and build relationships with staff and clergy in a relaxed, welcoming space. The connections
made here often become the foundation for deeper learning in the classroom.

This year’s curriculum changes are designed to keep students challenged and inspired from 8th through 12th grade:

+ 8th Grade: Basic Jewish Literacy (new) — A higher-level revisit of the “basics,” exploring Jewish history
through pivotal events, influential people, and key places.

+ 9th Grade: Israel (new) — Authentic, nuanced conversations about Israel, covering history, geography, conflict,
and more.

+ 10th Grade: Confirmation (updated & improved) — A deeper dive into spiritual belief and practice, tzedakah,
peoplehood, and Reform Judaism.

+ 11th Grade: Israel — For the next two years, 11th graders will study Israel (see 9th grade description) to ensure
students who have already learned Jewish Ethics still have the opportunity to engage deeply with Israel. After that,
the improved Jewish Ethics curriculum, formerly taught in 9th grade, will move to 11th grade.

+ 12th Grade: Senior Seminar (unchanged) — A beloved capstone focused on living as a Jewish adult in college
and beyond.
By pairing engaging, relevant curricula with strong community connections, Upper School continues to be a space
where teens feel known, challenged, and inspired. With these updates, the program is poised for one of its best years yet.

Upper School begins on October 15, so there is still time to enroll. To enroll, visit https://www.emanuelhouston.org or
contact our Helfman Registrar, Elizabeth Townsend, at ElizabethT@emanuelhouston.org.

For all Upper School-related questions, please reach out to Becca Taylor, Assistant Director for Teens and Young Adults,
at BeccaT@emanuelhouston.org
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YOUR VALUES. YOUR FAMILY.

MAY BOTH ENRICH YOUR LIFE
THROUGHOUT THE NEW YEAR.

During this season of reflection, may the blessings
of life and love be your guide into a New Year
that's full of happiness, health and fulfillment.

At Waldman Funeral Care, we focus on all the details

so you can focus on your family. EMANU EL MEMORIAL PARK

L'SHANA TOVA FROM OUR it i
FAMILY TO YOURS.

| PRE-PLANNING
WWALDMAN FUMERAL CARE WITH PEACE OF MIND

Extraordinary Service. Compassionate Care. * PEACEFUL & CALMING ATMOSPHERE

* WELL-MAINTAINED LANDSCAPE
www.WaldmanFuneralCare.com S EEAUT EULDUTDOGR SHAREL
- + PARK OPEN DAILY 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
713-875-4811 3 * MEMBERS & NON-MEMBERS WELCOME
WaldmanFuneralCare@gmail.com F‘ : * INTEREST-FREE FINANCING
R A O FSTON AR RN i CALL TO SPEAK WITH OUR CODRDINATOR OR VISIT US ONLINE
TFSC #4622 el Diacias
1 B e T 713.529.5771 exr. 213 EMANUELHOUSTON.ORG/EEMP
Have you graduated from high school in the last four years? We hope to continue to provide
you with the same fun, heartwarming connection that our alumni have come to expect. o )
Let us know what your plans are this fall and to make sure we know how to .-'J
reach you. https://members.emanuelhouston.org/form/emanu-el-alumni-2025.html k

If you or a loved one is sick or hospitalized, please

our clergy let us know.

Contact the synagogue at 713.529.5771 so that
Wa I‘It tO our rabbis can reach out and visit and be a source

of strength and support.
know...

Visiting the sick and praying for those who areill
are important and meaningful mitzvot.
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BECKER SCHOOL NEWS

% Becker School

Becker School Summer Teen Volunteers Give 1,150 Hours of Service

This summer, Becker School was fortunate to welcome a dedicated group of teen volunteers who devoted their
time, energy, and creativity to enriching the lives of our students. Over the course of eight weeks of summer camp,
these young people, from a variety of middle and high schools across the Houston area, collectively contributed an
impressive 1,150 volunteer hours.

The teens worked in classrooms ranging from the infant room to kindergarten, lending a helping hand wherever it
was needed. Their contributions were as varied as they were impactful — from teaching yoga and setting up engaging
water play days, to reading to students, playing games, assisting teachers, singing at Becker Shabbat, and building
meaningful connections with our students.

Their enthusiasm and willingness to engage not only supported our teachers but also created countless moments of
joy and learning for our campers. The teens modeled kindness, patience, and responsibility for our younger students.
The volunteers’ presence brought fresh energy and new experiences to our summer camp program.

“Having these teens with us was a gift,” said Anjanette Blewer, Becker Summer Camp Director. “We are excited to
enhance and expand our Teen Volunteer Program next summer.”

Becker School extends its heartfelt gratitude to each of these volunteers for their commitment. Their service this
summer helped create an unforgettable experience for our campers.
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We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who remember and honor their friends and
loved ones through their generous contributions through August 11, 2025.

ACCESS FORALL FUND
To support the highest-
priority programs and
to provide ongoing care
for the needs of our
congregation
In Honor of
the 75th Birthday of
Stephanie Newell

Pat & Aaron Fradkin

In Memory of
Renee Gerber

Sara Speer Selber
Jerry Halfant

Pat & Aaron Fradkin
Tillie Koch

Shirlee & Mark Rosenthal
Robert “Bob” Stein

Bari & David Fishel

ALAN GAYLOR TEACHING

ASSISTANT FUND

To support Helfman

Religious School teaching

assistants

In Honor of

Stuart Gaylor
Dennenberg, Pleason
and Selzer Families

AUBREY & SYLVIA FARB
COMMUNITY SERVICE
FUND
To support small and
emerging organizations
that improve life for
underserved Houstonians
In Memory of
Stephanie Colton
Sylvia Farb
Renee Gerber
Mimi & Michael
Berkowitz
Jerry Halfant
Mollie Schaffer
Paula &Irving
Pozmantier
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BARBARA & MARK
BROOKNER CAMPERSHIP
FUND
To provide scholarships for
attending Jewish camps or
programs
In Memory of
Anne Graubart
Bailey Silverman
Robert “Bob” Stein
Dr. David Turell

Jennifer &Jeffrey Ross

BECKER EARLY
CHILDHOOD FUND
To provide and enhance
Becker School programs
In Memory of
Mollie Schaffer
Bobbi Samuels
Robert “Bob” Stein
Judy &Allan Lazor

BECKER EARLY
CHILDHOOD
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To provide Becker
Early Childhood Center
scholarships
In Memory of
Mollie Schaffer

Judy &Allan Lazor

CAPLOVITZ LECTURESHIP
FUND
To provide lifelong adult
Jewish education programs
In Memory of
Marilyn Caplovitz

Linda Kates

CARY PASTERNAK

CEMETERY FUND

To maintain and enhance

Emanu El Memorial Park

In Memory of

Rabbi Howard Laibson
Jeanne & Matt Pasternak
and Family

Mollie Schaffer
Vicki & Herb Pasternak

CLERGY GOOD WORKS
FUND
To provide Emanu El’s
clergy with funds to help
individuals in need and to
support organizations that
benefit the community
In Appreciation of
Rabbi Oren Hayon
Rozanne &Howard Rubin
Rabbi Pamela Silk
Emily & Mike Hammer

In Honor of
the 100th Birthday of
Julian Silverblatt
Ricki & Glenn Oleon
the 90th Birthday of
Don Schaffer
the Speedy Recovery of
Marlene Farbstein
Sheila &Jerry Kaplan
In Memory of
Alan Blumberg
Marilyn Caplovitz
Irene Weingarten
Joe DiMaggio
Susie & David Askanase
Renee Gerber
Jeff Basen-Engquist
Rhonda &Eric Lipper
Gloria &Joe Pryzant
Jerry Halfant
Karen &Jeff Basen-
Engquist
Perri & Aaron Fink
Linda &Richard Stanley
Rabbi Howard Laibson
Samantha Rosenthal-Diaz
Robert “Bob” Stein
Karen & Jeff Basen-
Engquist
Marvin Weisman
Cynthia &Ben Klein

ED WULFE YOUTH

LEADERSHIP FUND

To support youth

programming with the

intention of preparing

young leaders

In Memory of

Robert “Bob” Stein
Lorraine Wulfe

Ed Wulfe
Reggie & Cathy Guettner,
and Allison & Tem Nieto

EDWARD WAYNE HUNGER
FUND
To feed the hungry of
Houston
In Honor of
Dick Brooks

Susie & David Askanase

In Memory of

Jerry Halfant
Lulu Kamin
Sondra Ross
Marlene Rubin

Marvin Weisman
Sandy Frieden

FLORENCE & BEN BLUM
LEADERSHIP FUND
To support leadership
development for Emanu El
lay leaders, staff, clergy,
and the congregation
In Memory of
Marilyn Caplovitz
Myra Lipper
Renee Gerber
Sara Brook
Myra Lipper
Robert “Bob” Stein
Myra Lipper

JASON & DAVID MARCUS
PLAYSPACE FUND
To maintain and enhance
the playground
InHonor of
Karen Kaplan

Ruby Sondock

In Memory of
Mollie Schaffer
Rhonda & Seth Freedman

JEAN & JULIAN GOLDBERG
CHILDREN’S FUND
To provide arts programs
for children
In Memory of
Marvin J. Ross

Sondra Ross



L'DOR VADOR
CAMPAIGN
To expand our learning
and gathering spaces
and ensure a welcoming,
secure, and accessible
campus for all
In Memory of
Renee Gerber
Sam Jacobson & Carl
Josehart
Rachael Tobor & Valerie
Turner
Jerry Halfant
Judith Osborn
Mollie Schaffer
Lulu Kamin
Marvin Weisman
Sarah & Andrew Taibel

MARIANNE GREENFIELD
SISTERHOOD FLOWER
FUND

To support Bima flowers
for Shabbat and holidays
in the Barish Sanctuary or
Proler Chapel

In Honor of

the Bat Mitzvah of
Elliana Gospin

In Memory of

Jean Albert Duval
Debbie Zissman and
Family

Minnie Duval
Dr. Larry ). Greenfield
and Family
Michelle & Howard Stone
and Family
Debbie Zissman and
Family

Joe Gerson
Debbie Zissman and
Family

Marianne Greenfield
Dr. Larry ). Greenfield
Elizabeth & Matt Krohn
and Family
Michelle & Howard Stone
and Family
Debbie Zissman and
Family

Max Greenfield
Dr. Larry ). Greenfield
and Family
Michelle & Howard Stone
and Family
Debbie Zissman and
Family

Joseph Loeser
Dr. Larry ). Greenfield
and Family
Isadore Poborsky
Kathy &Stephen Parven
Joseph Pulaski
Linda &Richard Stanley
William Rosenthal
Dr. Larry ). Greenfield
and Family

RABBI ROY & LINDA
WALTER ENRICHMENT
FUND
To support the highest-
priority programs and
to provide ongoing care
for the needs of our
congregation
In Honor of
the Second Bar Mitzvah
and 83rd Birthday of
Rabbi Roy Walter
Sondra Ross
the Second Bar Mitzvah of
Rabbi Roy Walter
Leslie &Scott Bormaster
J. M. Cutler
Harold Goldstein
Sharon & Elliott Slusky
Linda &Richard Stanley
Brad Wagner

In Memory of
Renee Gerber
Stacy &Adam Berger
Cindy &Brett Perlman
David Livitz
Annie &Michael Regester
Mollie Schaffer
Arlene & Marshall
Hoffman
Robert “Bob” Stein
Karen Kaplan
Bette & Richard Pesikoff

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To provide scholarships for
Helfman Religious School
students
In Memory of
Joseph Pulaski
Gerry Karkowsky and
Family

RIVA & LARRY
BURSTEN CARING FOR
CONGREGANTS FUND
To support Congregation
Emanu Elin providing
spiritual, emotional,
physical, and other
essential assistance to
congregants in need
In Honor of
the Birthday of Claire
Brooks
Susie & David Askanase
the Speedy Recovery of
Esther Pritchard
Bill Soffar

Susan & Ed Septimus

ROBERT 1. KAHN SOCIAL
JUSTICE FUND
To send congregants
to the Consultation on
Conscience at the Religious
Action Center
In Memory of
Mollie Schaffer
Karen &Jeff Basen-
Engquist
fredi & Paul Franks

ROSE & ED GOODFRIEND
ISRAEL BOND FUND
To support the gift of an
Israel Bond for every B’nei
Mitzvah student on the
celebratory occasion of
their B’nei Mitzvah
In Honor of
the 85th Birthday of Carol
Goodfriend

Brad Wagner

SARAH & ADOLPH
BLUMENFELD KLEI
KODESH SACRED OBJECTS
FUND
To purchase and maintain
Emanu El’s sacred objects
In Memory of
Adolph Blumenfled
Sarah Blumenfled

Norman L. Blumenfeld

SISTERHOOD FUND

To provide for the

Sisterhood

In Honor of

the Anniversary of

Rozanne & Howard Rubin
Claudia and Joel Selzer

the Birthday of Carol Sue
Zionts
Linda Friedberg

In Memory of

Jerry Halfant
Leda Karchmer
Judi Levy

TEMPLE FUND
To support the highest-
priority programs and
to provide ongoing care
for the needs of our
congregation
InHonor of and Deep
Appreciation of
Richard Caplan

Pam, Jeff &]J Silk
the 100th Birthday of
Julian Silverblatt

Susan & Syd Waldman
the Speedy Recovery of
Jerald Kaplan

Maralyn Cohen

In Memory of

Marilyn Caplovitz
Nanette &Barry
Putterman

Renee Gerber
Linda &Michael Shabot

Jerry Halfant
Cheryl & Haran Levy
Steven & Susan Perin
Jill & Barry Racusin
Cindy & David Senior
Aileen &Jerry Zarin

Ruth Jeanette Karren
Joy &Joe Kaplan

Joseph Pulaski
Gail & Louis Adler

Mollie Schaffer
fredi & Paul Franks
Lisa &Adam Pollock and
Family
Debby &Keith Remels
Billy Rosenberg

Robert “Bob” Stein
The Boyko Family
fredi & Paul Franks
Linda & Paul Lynn
Cindy & David Senior
Thompson &Horton LLP
Sallie & Bob Wright
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A Fond Farewell to the Bulletin, and an Exciting New Chapter in How We Connect

For more than 80 years, the Bulletin has been a trusted companion in the life of Congregation Emanu El —
chronicling our milestones, celebrating our simchas, providing inspiration from our clergy, and helping us stay
connected as a community. Since the 1940s, its pages have carried the story of our story.

It is with great thought — and some bittersweetness — that we share the decision to bring the Bulletin to a
close. The November 2025 issue, which will cover October—December, will be our final edition.

Like many synagogues and other community organizations, we've seen how technology and the
communication habits of our members have shifted. More and more of our member families — across
several generations — are turning to email, social media, websites, podcasts, and text messaging for timely
information. At the same time, production and mailing costs for a printed newsletter have continued to rise.

We believe it’s time to embrace fresh, flexible, and more immediate ways of sharing news, stories, and
inspiration with you.

What's Next — Our Multi-Platform Communications Plan
Beginning in 2026, you will see an expanded and more dynamic approach to staying informed and engaged:

» Rabbi Hayon’s Letter & Clergy Voices: Multiple podcasts will launch in 2026, featuring weekly sermons,
inspirational reflections, and deeper conversations with our clergy.

« Service Information: A printed card with each month’s service schedule will be available.

» Programming Updates: A printed card or brochure will offer a three-month look-ahead at upcoming
programming.

+ Lifecycle News: A dedicated monthly email will share lifecycle news. Members will have an easy way to
submit announcements online.

« Donor Tributes: The first weekly eLetter email of each month will feature a link to our website listing of
donor tributes and dedications for the month prior.

+ Photos & Videos: We will continue to post photos and videos of our events to our website’s photo galleries
as well as to our social media channels.

+ School News: Parents of Becker School and Helfman Religious School students will continue to receive
updates directly from their schools. Congregation-wide school highlights will be shared on our website
and in social posts.

- Sisterhood Updates: In addition to the Sisterhood’s weekly email, events and news will be available on
the website and web calendar, and the printed programming updates.

WHY THIS MATTERS

This move is not simply about replacing paper with pixels. It’s about meeting our community where it is
and delivering information in ways that fit your life: more timely, more accessible, and available on multiple
platforms, whether you prefer email, a podcast on your commute, a quick social media post, or a printed
service calendar on your fridge.

We recognize the Bulletin has been more than just a newsletter — it’s been a tangible thread connecting us.
While the format is changing, our commitment to keeping each other informed, inspired, and connected
remains stronger than ever.

We will share more details in the November issue, including information on the podcasts, where to find
updates, and how you can stay connected.

Thank you for stepping with us into a new era of congregational communication. Together, we will continue
telling our story in ways that honor our past and embrace our future.
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Emanu El Went to the Ballpark

We cheered and showed our love for the Houston Astros on Sunday during our 10th Annual Afternoon at
the Ballpark. The day was filled with a range of emotions and excitement- including watching a fan rush the
field in the 8th inning! The game didn’t end the way we wanted, but it was still a fantastic time!
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This Bulletin is printed on recycled paper.

m Congregation Emanu El

Oren ). Hayon, Senior Rabbi
Pamela B. Silk, Associate Rabbi
Joshua R.S. Fixler, Associate Rabbi
Roy A. Walter, Rabbi Emeritus
Rollin Simmons, Cantor

Yuri McCoy, Welcome!

Just in time for the High Holy Days, we are very
pleased to welcome Dr. Yuri McCoy as our new
organist. Yuri has an extensive repertoire on both
piano and organ and is a wonderful addition to

our music team. He is a recent graduate of Rice
University’s Shepherd School of Music, where he
studied with organist Ken Cowan. He also holds a
BFA and Master of Music in piano performance. Yuri
and his wife, Aska Okamoto, have two daughters.

Beryl P. Chernov, Executive Director

Rachel Spector-McAdam, Director of
Becker School

Lucy Mosbacher, Director of
Helfman Religious School

Anna Shabtay, Director of

Congregational Advancement .
Sharon Donia, Director of Accounting Dr. Yuri McCoy
& Finance
Mike Wheeler, Director of Facilities and
Security
Terri Larson, APR, Communications Director

Adam Pollock, President

Philip Tenenbaum, Senior Vice President

Dan Gospin, Vice President of Personnel

lvy Frank, Vice President of Education

Barry Lichman, Vice President of Committees

Scott Bormaster, Vice President of
Committees

Haran Levy, Treasurer

Dora Klaff, Secretary

Stuart Gaylor, Honorary President

Judy Simon, President of Sisterhood

EMANUELHOUSTON.ORG n LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/emanuelhouston




